
Letcombe Regis Parish Council

Welcome Pack



Introduction

On behalf of the village, we would like to welcome you most warmly to Letcombe Regis.  
We do hope you soon settle in and participate in some of the friendly and popular activities
and organisations you can find in this pack which is circulated by Letcombe Regis Parish 
Council.  

Moving is both exciting and exhausting, and it takes time to find one’s way around.  We 
hope the information included here will ease this a little. 

 Please look on the Letcombe Regis Parish Website ( http://www.letcombe-regis.org.uk ) 
for further information.  The site has a Visitor Information page.  A Local Information 
section, where you can find out abut the village clubs and activities, surgery, school and 
library details, dates for rubbish collections, Links to Parish Council Agendas, Minutes and 
the Letcombe Register which is linked to the website as is the Vale of the White Horse 
information.  The website is updated regularly and there is a contact form for enquiries.

While every effort has been made to ensure the contents of this pack are correct, please 
appreciate that once printed it will be out of date and not all the content could be verified at
the time of printing.

For any changes please contact the Parish Clerk Elizabeth Jenkins by email at  
letregispc@gmail.com 
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Useful Numbers 

A & E   John Radcliffe Hospital Oxford 0300 304 7777

Minor Injuries & out of hours GP: Abingdon Hospital        01865 903 476

Age UK   Judy Vaughan-Williams 01235 766240 



Dentists: 
Wantage 
Portway 01235 762187 
Oasis 01235 768877 
Dental Clinic 01235 205811 
Grove 
Cherry Tree 01235 763322 
Doctors
Wantage 
Church Street Practice, Mably Way  01235 770245 
Newbury Street Practice, Mably Way 01235 763451 
Grove 
Grove Medical Centre, 3 Vale Avenue, Grove 01235 770140 
Home maintenance/Trading standards/Buy with

confidence,       0845 051 0845                   

Letcombe Brook Project   Loretta Light 01235 766076 

Library, Stirlings Road, Wantage (behind Waitrose) 01235 762291 

NHS Direct 0845 46 47 

Pharmacy: Lloyds in the Health Centre, Mably Way (is open until 7.00pm Mon to Fri) 
Nearest Police Station Abingdon 101 - non emergency  
Emergency 999

Staying Put Anchor Charity    01491 823895  

Social and Community Services                     0845 050 7666 

Transport 

Wantage Independent Advice Centre 01235 765348 

Transport: Directory of community (ORCC) 01865 883488 

Vets; - Grove, Danetree 01235 770227 

 Wantage, Abivale 01235 770333 

Vale of White Horse District Council 01235 520202 

 Rubbish and Recycling bins are emptied on alternate Mondays.  With food waste caddies 
each Monday
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The nearest Waste Disposal Sites are located at Stanford in the Vale: A417 between
Stanford and Faringdon OR Drayton: Steventon Road B4017 between Drayton and
Steventon.  

Letcombe Regis Parish Council
There are 6 Parish Councillors representing the 363 households in the Parish of Letcombe
Regis.   

The Parish Council meet bimonthly on Monday evenings in the Village Hall. Meeting dates
are published in The Register and on the village web site and the agenda is posted on the



village notice board which can be found on the wall of The  Greyhound 5 days before the 
meeting.  The public are welcome to attend. 

 

Chairman: 

Mrs Jeanne Lapsley, Laburnum House, South Street, Letcombe Regis 

Tel 01235 762900  

Parish Clerk and RFO:  

Mrs Elizabeth Jenkins, 4 The Old Stables, Warborough Road, Letcombe Regis  

Tel: 01235 01235 765530  e-mail: letregispc@gmail.com  

  

Letcombe Regis is in the District Council Ward of Ridgeway and the County Council Ward
of Shrivenham.    

To register to vote in any election contact:  

The Electoral Registration Officer  
Vale of White Horse District Council  
135 Eastern Avenue
Milton Park
Milton
OX14 4SB
Tel: 01235 422422
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St Andrew’s Church   

St. Andrew’s Letcombe Regis is one of six churches which form the Ridgeway Benefice.
The church is in the centre of the village and has been at the heart  of  village life for
hundreds of years. It is open every day – do go and have a look.  

There is a service every Sunday at 10.00am. Details of services, and social and fund 
raising functions, which take place from time to time, are in the porch and in our monthly 
news bulletin.

The news bulletin is called Signpost and is delivered to every house in the village.

 

Rector: Reverend Leonora Hill   01235 760112  
Churchwarden: TBN

BELLRINGING AT ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 

St.Andrew’s church possesses a fine ring of six fairly light bells (tenor 8 cwt). The
team, aged from 11 to 70 years of age, rings for Sunday service (9.15 to 10.00 am),
with an occasional practice night on Fridays (7.30 to 9 pm). 

 

English style ringing has a place deep within our cultural heritage and as ringers we help
to keep this tradition alive within our community. The art of ringing exercises a unique
combination of physical and mental skills and is an exhilarating team activity. 

 

New recruits are always welcome 

 

Tower Captain  Anne Williams 01235 764862 
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Letcombe Regis Village Hall
Regular groups using the hall include the Toddlers Music Group, the Letcombes WI, the 
Letcombe Singers, the Letcombes Gardening Club, the Table Tennis Club, the Guitar 
group, the Parish Council and the Football Club monthly bingo.  An annual bingo event is 
held for the benefit of hall funds. Donations of prizes for these events are always most 
welcome. 

The hall is licensed for music and dancing and temporary alcohol licenses can also be 
obtained.  It is available for private bookings and is ideal for children's parties with the 
children's play area being nearby. 

Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground

Letcombe Regis is fortunate in having a large Recreation Ground overlooking the downs.  
Open for general access (and dog walkers!) there are separate areas setaside for the 
football, cricket and riding clubs  which are rented through the Recretion Ground and 
Village Hall Management Committee.  The Tennis Courts are booked through the  In 
addition the children’s play ground and a football practice area are maintained for public 
use. The recently refurbished clubhouse contains changing facilities and a small bar which
is normally available after matches. The clubhouse can be hired for private functions.  
Contact   Des Williams 01235 764130  or by

e-mail: deswilliams45@btinternet.com.   

200 Club 

The  200  Club  is  a  key  means  by  which  the  Recreation  Ground  and  Village  Hall
Management  Committee  raises  funds  for  investment  in  and  maintenance  of  the
Recreation Ground and Village Hall. Almost £16,000 has been raised over the past
nine  years.  Money  raised  in  this  way  constitutes  important  ‘locally  raised’  funds,
evidence of which is essential for many competitive grant applications, where each £1
raised locally can typically be turned into £5 – thus every £1 really does count. 

For those who haven’t yet participated in the scheme, the Club sells ‘numbers’ each 
costing £24 per year. Approximately half the money received goes to supporting the 
Village Hall and Recreation Ground but not the three clubs that use the fields. The 
other half of the money is given out in prizes – typically four per month ranging from £5
to £50 with a top prize of £100 at Christmas. In addition, there is also a monthly ‘non-
winners’ draw. The result of each draw is posted in the Clubhouse, the Village Hall and
on the Village Notice Board near the Greyhound. The Letcombe Register also contains
a list of all the winners. 

For  further  information,  please  contact:  Ian  Taylor,  Treasurer,  ‘200  Club’,  Tara,
Warborough Road, Letcombe Regis. Tel 01235 764677 
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Letcombe Allotments 

You now reside in a wonderful village and you can apply to become an allotment holder on
the Warborough Farm land allotments. They are situated on the outskirts of the village at
the top of South Street, at its junction with Warborough Road.

 



The soil is good quality, light with neutral acidity, and very prolific. There is a token annual
charge payable every January. All the advice you will ever need is readily given free, by
our enthusiastic fellow allotmenteers. There is a waiting list, so if you need more land to
grow your  vegetables,  fruit  bushes,  flowers  etc  please  contact  Eddie  Jenkins   01235
765530to have your name added to the waiting list. 

Letcombe Book Buffs

We meet on the first Wednesday of each month at 8.00pm in The Greyhound Inn in 
Letcombe Regis. The meetings are very informal with usually a glass of wine or two as 
required to aid the discussions. We have read and discussed a wide range of books and 
are always only too happy to welcome new faces and new suggestions. 
If you are a book lover and would like a cosy evening amongst a group of like-minded 
people please come and join us, For further details please call:  Freddie Trotter   01235 
767772

Letcombe Cricket Club 
Letcombe Cricket Club represents both Letcombe Regis and Letcombe Bassett although 
there are also players who come from the surrounding area. Sunday matches are played 
with local teams and games usually start at 2.30pm. Playing standards in Sunday cricket 
have been improving for a number of years and teams often opt for a 40 over game in 
favour of time matches. 

Letcombe also participates in the Downs Cricket League which involves 20-over matches 
starting at 6pm every Wednesday throughout the season. Fixtures are published in the 
Letcombe Register. 

Net practice is at the ground on Tuesday evenings and indoor nets are held in the 
Wantage sports Centre before the start of each season. 

The club welcomes new players, spectators and social members and the small bar in the 
recently extended and refurbished pavilion provides a very friendly atmosphere for post 
match analysis and relaxation. 

For more information contact:  Secretary: Richard Taylor Tel 01235 763359. 
rich.t.j.taylor@googlemail.com       - 7 -

Letcombe Football Club 

Letcombe Football Club play in the Hellenic League, with the first team in Division One 
West and the reserves in Division Two West.  The two teams compete in the Berks & 
Bucks Intermediate and Junior Cups respectively and also enter the Faringdon Thursday 
Memorial Cup which they have won five times in the last twelve years.   At the request of 
local youngsters, the Club ran  an under 16 team in the Oxfordshire Football Association 
Invitation League in season 2015/16, and these fixtures were played on Sunday 
afternoons.  
The Club trains every Thursday during the football season at the recreation ground until 
dark nights prevent this, when training moves to the floodlit all weather surface at Tilsley 
Park, Abingdon from 8.00-9.00pm.



The club  has an outstanding disciplinary  record,  and  won the  Football  Association
National respect award in 2015 against clubs from all over the country.  The Club is
also proud of its reputation for providing a warm welcome to new members, visiting
teams and officials.  

Please come along and support us whenever you can. 

More information can be obtained from the club website 
www.pitchero.com/clubs/letcombe  or from secretary Des Williams on 764130 or 
deswilliams45@btinternet.com  

Letcombe Gardening Club

Letcombe and District Horticultural Society has been in existence for about 30 years. 

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month from September to

 April, (December excluded) at which a variety of speakers give talks on gardening topics.  

In addition there is an annual sale of plants in April, evening visits to gardens (usually
during May and June) . 

 The club in not restricted to serious gardeners and the atmosphere is informal. 

 Chairman Meryl Finch    01235 762054 

 email:  meryl@dunstanlodge.co.uk 

 Secretary Judy Vaughan-Williams 01235 766240 
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Letcombe Singers

The Letcombe Singers have been making music in the village since 1963.  We meet 
regularly on Tuesdays (usually keeping to term times) and perform sacred music at 
Christmas and Easter, here at St Andrew’s and at one other local venue. In the 
summer we give a buffet supper concert with a lighter theme, e.g. a Gilbert & Sullivan 
Operetta, with one performance in the Village Hall and a second in Wantage. We also 
provide entertainment on other occasions, e.g. Christmas Fairs, Old People’s Homes. 

We are a very friendly group and always welcome new members (no auditions required!) 
so please get in touch if you enjoy singing. 
We meet at Letcombe Regis Village Hall Tuesdays in term times from 7.30 to 9.30pm.
Performing regularly at Christmas, Easter and late June/early July  Fees are £20 per term.

Conductor  Jane Robinson 01235 765806 

Chairman Celia Bungay 01235 763607 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/letcombe


Letcombe Table Tennis    

League matches are played on Thursday evenings from September to April, and there is
practice most Thursday evenings in the summer months 

Contact Richard Taylor 01235 763359 

Letcombe Tennis Club 

New Club New Courts, Relaxed Friendly Welcome 

We are keen to grow the membership with new people who share our love for the game
and  who  want  to  play  in  a  friendly  relaxed  atmosphere.  We  are  mainly  focused  on
beginners  and  people  who  have  been  away  from  the  game.  We  also  arrange  a
programme of optional social events throughout the year that are well attended and great
fun!                                               
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Most of our members are new or returning to Tennis, so the atmosphere is relaxed fun and
friendly. A lot of children and adults are concerned about their standard "not here". If you
are new to the area, or would like to return to regular tennis after a break, or are just
looking for a club with a relaxed and welcoming feeling, if so this is it! 

 Why not come along to one of our regular open club sessions as a taster (see our court
bookings page on  www.Letcombetennis.co.uk) and we will be happy to get you on the
court and enjoying some tennis! If you like us, then you will find our fees competitive and a
guaranteed welcome from all our members. 

As a new club we do not have league teams and aim to provide a social fun club for any
standard  of  player  to  get  some  exercise  and  pleasure  from  tennis.  Our  Mission  is
“Through the provision of Tennis for everyone, encourage greater enjoyable exercise and
community spirit” 

Just  turn up at  any of  our  open club sessions on Wednesday evenings from 6:30pm
(starting 2nd of April) and Sunday mornings from 9:00 am, or join one of our Cardio or
Coaching sessions on Fridays or Saturdays. 

For  any  enquiries  email  letcombetennisclub@gmail.com our  try  our  web  site
www.letcombetennis.co.uk, or phone Geoff on 01235 762680. 

Letcombe Regis Toddler Music Group

The sessions start with very easy to learn actions, songs and well known rhymes for 
everyone to join in. We also use a wide range of instruments, designed for all ages to 
play/make noise with. Sessions finish with playtime, (bikes, toys etc) and refreshments. 
Ideal for starting the week with a bang, as no musical experience or talent is necessary! 



The Group meets in the Village Hall on Monday mornings during term time (Bank Holidays
excluded) between 10.30 and 12.00 noon for Ages between 0 and 5 years old.  The Cost 
per session is £2.50 for one Child £3.00 for more than one child.  This includes 
refreshments, use of instruments and hot drinks for the adults.  Contact Julie Jones on 
01235 762744
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The Letcombes Womens Institute

 The Letcombes WI welcomes you to the village and invites you to join us on the 2 nd

Monday of the month. This is an easy way of making new friends. The meetings are
usually held in the Letcombe Regis village hall at 7.30pm and are well attended by
young and old. 

 

 Other  events  include  visits  to  the  Chelsea  Pensioners  Home,  Birmingham
Symphony,  Diamond  Light  Project,  the  Terracotta  Army,  the  Fawley  Horse  Stud
embroidering  panels  for  the  Diamond  Project  Designs  for  Life  and  we  have
organised several lovely walks. 

  Denman College in Marcham is open for courses which our members attend. The
college  is  also  open  to  non  members  call  01865  391966  or  email
info@denman.org.uk for information.  

If you would like to attend all or any of our meetings please just come and join us, you
will be made very welcome. 

  

Contact Val Clure on 01235 763052
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    Childrey Baby and Toddler Group

Childrey baby and toddler group runs every Wednesday morning (in school  term
times) between 9.30 and 11.30 am at the Methodist Church, Chapel Way, Childrey.
We welcome all under fives and their parent/carers to join us for a fun morning in a
relaxed and friendly setting.  The session includes informal playtime, arts and craft
activities, mid-morning snack and end of session singing. 

The charge is £2.20 for one child and 50p for each extra child. This cost covers our
arts and crafts activity, as much tea or coffee as the grown-ups can drink, and a
healthy snack and drink for the children. 

While this popular group has a relaxed atmosphere, parents/carers are expected to
be actively involved in helping the session run smoothly and ensuring children have
lots of fun in a safe way.

This  group  is  linked  to  Childrey  pre-school  (Little  Ducks).   We  are  completely
reliant on volunteers to run these sessions so if you are interested in becoming more
actively involved please contact the Pre-School for details.

Contact: Rachel Hadley 01235-751370

                      Childrey Pre-School (Little Ducks) 

With strong links to The Ridgeway School, Childrey Pre-School offers a stepping-
stone between Playgroup and Infant School. We take children from 21/2 yrs old to 
5yrs old five mornings a week throughout the standard term time.  We are a member 
of the Pre-School Learning Alliance. (For our Ofsted report refer to 
www.ofsted.gov.uk, and key in 153061).We receive government funding for children 
aged 3+yrs.  

 

Venue Childrey Village Hall (next to the duck pond) 

Sessions   9.15 – 12.15 Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays during term time 

9.15 – 12.45 Tuesdays and Fridays (includes lunch club) during term time

Website:  www.littleducks.org.uk for any other information please contact Chris 
Dewey 01235 751183 or term time mornings only 07763975633
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http://www.littleducks.org.uk/


The Ridgeway C of E Primary School
 

The school is set in lovely grounds on the edge of the village of Childrey.  Children can
start school at the beginning of the school year in which they are 5 years old and leave at
the  end  of  Year  6  to  transfer  to  secondary  school;  normally  King  Alfred’s  College  in
Wantage. The school’s catchment area incorporates the villages of Childrey, Letcombe
Regis, Letcombe Bassett, Wescott, Sparshalt, and West Challow.  Free transport to and
from school is provided for children living in the catchment villages (other than Childrey.) 

 

There is a maximum of 70 children on the roll.

Visits by prospec tive parents are always welcomed.  Further information and a coppy of
the school’s prospectus can be obtained from the School’s Administrator or by visiting our
web-site www.ridgeway.oxon.sch.uk

Headteacher Mrs Ruth Nye 01235 751254

Administrator   Mrs Debbie Davies 01235 751254 

Chairman of Board of Governors  Mrs Julie Jones  01235 762744 
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The Greyhound Inn
Telephone: 01235 771969
Email: info@thegreyhoundletcombe.co.uk

We hope you will find us to be a great example of a proper English village inn, where our 
community comes together and all visitors from near and far are made very welcome. 
Please drop in, be it just for a quick drink, to read the paper or catch up with friends, or to 
linger over a delicious meal.

There is step-free access available through the rear entrance (via the garden) and room 
for wheelchairs in the rear dining rooms as well as disabled toilets. Well-behaved dogs are
very welcome in the main bar and the garden.

Our Food: Our award-winning chef Phil Currie and his team create delicious, imaginative 
dishes, cooked to order and based on great, fresh ingredients. Choose from our A La 
Carte menu, blackboard specials and at lunchtimes (except Sundays) delicious 
sandwiches. We have a menu of fresh dishes for children too, or they can have smaller 
portions of the grown up’s dishes. Booking is very advisable, as we do get busy, especially
at weekends.

Our Bedrooms: We have eight lovely en-suite bedrooms with very comfortable beds and 
luxury bathrooms. If you need to accommodate visiting relatives or friends, they will be well
looked after, and can start the next day with one of our delicious breakfasts.

Bar:  Mon to Sat: 11am to 11pm
Sun: 11:30am to 10:30pm

Kitchen: Mon to Thu: 12pm to 2:30pm and 6pm to 9pm
Fri and Sat 12pm to 2:30pm and 6pm to 9:30pm
Sun: 12pm to 3:30pm and 6pm to 8:30pm
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Richmond Letcombe Regis Retirement Village

Richmond Letcombe Regis is a beautiful purpose-built retirement community, opened in 
Spring 2010 and set in the heart of the village.  Our Village Apartments offer an 
independent lifestyle with the benefit of all the on-site facilities.  In the Assisted Living 
Apartments the Richmond Team takes care of all the daily chores.  At the heart of the 
Village is a state-of-the-art Care Home, providing 24 hour nursing care for permanent 
care, respite care and short breaks.  We have a dedicated Memory Lane community for 
people with a dementia. 

Facilities include: 

· Village Shop and Café (in The Lodge).  Open daily 
 · Restaurant and bar 
· Wellness Spa with pool and gym  
· Hairdressing Salon and Beautician 
· Library and I.T. and craft room  
· Bowling green 
· Landscaped gardens and Nature Reserve 
· Village transport 
· Carers on site 24 hours a day 
 

The shop and café are open to all.  Membership of the Wellness Spa is available to local 
residents over 50 and Spa Days are also available.  Local residents are welcome to join 
us for many of the activities on site and to visit the Hairdressing Salon and Beautician.   

For more information about any of our facilities, please: 
 
Telephone: 01235 773 970 (option 1) 
email:receptionletcombe@richmond-villages.com  
Web Site: www.richmond-villages.com 
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                            Letcombe Regis Village 

The name of the village, probably derives from the Saxon ‘Ledge Valley’, or possibly 
incorporates a personal name as ‘Leoda’s Valley.  An old legend says the name 
really stems from a battle at this latter site between Danes and Saxons, when the 
enemy’s blood ran down the valley and the villagers shouted, "Let it come! Let it 
come!" The Regis suffix shows the manor was a Royal one. It’s court rolls are 
thought to be the oldest in the country. The present Letcombe Manor is a late 
Georgian building. It stands on the site of a medieval hunting lodge, used by King 
John while riding the Downs, which survived with its moat and fortified gatehouse 
into the 18th century. Antwick’s Manor is largely a Victorian Jacobethan mansion 
built by ‘Boss’ Croker after making his fortune in New York. There are traces of a 
moat from a much earlier house. This was the home of John Estbury who founded 
the well-known almshouses at Lambourn. His aunt has a memorial brass in the 
parish church. Estbury was followed in his residence by one of the many branches 
of the Berkshire Hyde family. The relations of both families, the Fettiplaces, owned 
the minor manor of Woodhill and have a good baroque wall monument also in the 
church. This 15th century building has a massive 13th century tower. Internal 
treasures include remnants of 14th century stained glass, including a figure of Christ 
and some heraldic shields. Ashmole recorded a now lost figure of John Mermill with 
his hunting horn. An obelisk in the churchyard stands as a memorial to a Maori chief, 
George King Hipango, who died of tuberculosis at the vicarage whilst training to be a
Christian missionary Other notable buildings in the village include the Greyhound 
Inn, with its unusual early 19th century brickwork using black glazed headers and 
Flemish bond. From its steps, the Riot Act was read for the last time in England, after
some of the villagers got a little out of control one Bonfire Night in the early 1900s. 
The burning effigy of the unpopular owner of Antwick’s Manor, which they pushed to 
its gates on a cart, was apparently not best appreciated. 
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Wantage Town
Wantage is a small historic town, with bi-weekly markets in the square on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays and a Farmers market on the last Saturday of the 
month. The town boasts a parish church, a good assortment of shops including two 
supermarkets, three newsagents, some of whom deliver to the village.  The Post 
Office is located in Rowes in Wallingford Street.  The police station is located in 
Church Street next to the courthouse.  The Vale and Downland Museum houses 
exhibitions of local history.  There are several cafes, restaurants and pubs in and 
around the town. The Leisure Centre, open every day of the week has a swimming 
pool, gym, badminton and squash courts as well 

as outdoor tennis Courts.  Buses run from Wantage to Oxford, Abingdon and Didcot, 
(the nearest train station).  There is also a taxi rank in the town.
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