
Letcombe Regis Parish Council

Parish Clerk  Mrs Elizabeth Jenkins 4 The Old Stables
Tel: 01235 765530 Warborough Road
Email: letregispc@gmail.com Letcombe Regis 

OX12 9LD

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Warborough Room 
of the Village Hall on Monday 17th September 2018

Present:  Jeanne Lapsley Chairman (JL) Joyce Ward (JW), Derek Maurice, 
     David Barber (DB) and Elizabeth Jenkins Parish Clerk (EJ)

The meeting was attended by seven members of the public

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Welcome to Paul Batchelor who is being co-opted onto the Parish Council
The Chairman had proposed that Paul Batchelor should be co-opted onto the Parish 
Council and this was seconded by Cllr Maurice.  The Chairman then welcomed Paul  
to the Parish Council.

Apologies for Absence:  
Apologies were received from Cllr Light who was on holiday and this was accepted.

Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Lapsley declared her interest in respect of the planning
application for Laburnum House.

Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 16th July
2018 and actions arising:
The minutes were approved with the following observations
Item 6 Damaged drain outside the rectory.  Highways had been contacted twice since 
the meeting asking for the repair to be treated as an emergency with no result.  So it 
was decided to write to Cllr Constance (YC) for her help.  YC replied to say she had 
contacted officers asking them to repair the drain and ask why it had taken so long.  
We have since heard from Vanessa Buckley Principal Officer for Area Operations 
(South) to say that the Highways and Drainage Team have been asked to provide an 
estimate for the repair and they have been  asked to keep us updated.  The drain has 
since been inspected and there is a second cone in place. 

1tem 11 iv):  Death of a Senior National Figure  It was agreed that the Clerk would 
purchase a book of Condolence and a black cloth at a cost of approx £50.00 in 
readiness.  The Church will take the lead on arrangements as confirmed at a meeting 
with the Rector over the summer.

County Council Matters: 
Cllr Constance was not present but had later sent the information which is attached as 
Appendix A.

District Council Matters:  There was no report from our District Councillor 

Actions

EJ
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7. Financial Matters:
i) Clerks report 
Receipts & Payments: 
Summary of costs against budget from 1st April to the 9th September.   Councillors will
see from the summary spend is where we would expect at this time of the year.

We will be preparing the draft budget for the financial year April 2019 to March 2020 
and this will be presented at the November PC meeting for discussion. 

The second half of the precept has been received and enabling the PC to pay the 
second half of the Recreation Ground and Village hall maintenance grant to the 
Trustees.

I heard from the Auditors last Friday who have a couple of questions and I will be 
replying in the next few days.

Mobile phone for PC use.  This has been ongoing for a while caused by problems and 
the cost of getting the one we have been given unlocked and the fact it would be away 
for a couple of weeks.  The Clerk checked the Wantage phone shop but had the same 
answer from them.  The Chairman has suggested going for a contract for a phone and 
Three currently have have an iphone SE contract which is £19 upfront and £19/month 
for 24 months.  Total price would be £475 Councillors agreed the PC should go ahead 
and purchase.

The RG & VH Trustees asked Ringrose to carry out a check on the trees bordering the 
recreation ground and Ringrose included the Burial Ground which is the responsibility
of the PC.  We have now paid the invoice (£516) for their work on the Burial Ground 
Work was carried out on the Ash Tree (603) and Horse Chestnut Tree (604).

Restoration of the wild flower area on the Millennium Green is continuing and I am 
expecting the contractor to confirm when the reseeding will take place, however, this 
of course, is dependent on the weather.

I had intended to ask for a community grant at this meeting to purchase a couple of 
comfortable benches for the MG and I am waiting for information from different 
manufacturers on benches made from recycled materials as opposed to wooden as 
these would need minimal upkeep.

The Chairman has suggested that Sue Hannon should be nominated for the Vale 
Chairman’s Community Award and I am asking if councillors would approve her 
recommendation.  As Councillors know Sue has served on the Trustees for a number 
of years as both Trustee, Treasurer and is currently Chairman, she has also been one of
the members of the New Build Group and has worked tirelessly in obtaining the Big 
Lottery Bid.

I attended the Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) meeting on Wednesday 5th 
September.  Darren James of Wantage police gave the following crime figures for our 
area and reported that while the local area figures were low those for Abingdon and 
Cumnor were unusually high.  There had been 14 thefts from cars in beauty spots such
as White Horse Hill and Wayland’s Smithy.  They have mainly taken place in the 

EJ
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Faringdon NAG area and usually take place at the weekend.  

For our area the figures were: Dwelling burglaries nil, Commercial burglaries three.  
The police are still receiving reports of hare coursing but they are continuing their 
rural patrols day and night which helps to keep the numbers down.

Since then we have received the Neighbourhood Policing newsletter for September 
which will be summarised for inclusion in the October Register.

ii) Ratification of invoices. These were ratified by Councillors
Letcombe Football Club mowing the MG 1st half payment £250.00.   Do$H 
financial package £42.00.   Clerk for purchase of Microsoft office 
subscription (£59.99), Printer Cartridges (£82.37) and Defibrillator fixings 
(£12.58) Total £154.94.  Burial Ground maintenance by Green & Stripey 
£90.00.  Arran LaxVillage Warden Timesheets for May & June £405.00, 
Arran Lax for lost cheque plus £5 replacement cost £295.00.  Clerk July 
salary £443.90. July PAYE £55.40.  CPRE membership Oct 2018Oct 2019
£36.00, Ringrose Tree Services Ltd £516.00.   Clerk August salary 
£363.03, August PAYE £37.00.   Community Grant to Cleanslate £150.00.
Recreation Ground & Village Hall Trustees 2nd half of annual maintenance
grant £914.50.   Football Club – Mowing MG second half payment  £250.00.

iii) Summary of costs against budget.  This was accepted by Councillors.

iv) First Aid Training.  Three quotes had been received.  Cllr Light recommends 
accepting the quote from First for Safety.  (Quotes circulated to councillors 9.9.2018). 
Councillors  agreed that the Emergency Co-ordinating Group and volunteers who 
were providing services for the emergency should be offered places on the training 
course, unless they were already qualified.  The Clerk would contact those involved.

iv) Community Grant requests:
Trustees had requested a community grant of £360 for Firework Purchase.  
Councillors discussed this and as the overall grant allowance had previously been 
reduced to £1,000 they decided to limit the grant to £250 however they would include 
the VAT to the Trustees which would make the total amount £300.  Clerk to arrange

v) Tree cutting on Bassett Road for Information and Clarification.  Already 
covered in item 7 i) the Clerks Report
CIL:  For information and clarification, it had been confirmed that this is only 
relevant to South Oxfordshire but they would be happy to receive comments from the 
Vale.  Councillors were asked to pass any comments to the Clerk who would pass 
them on.  None were received in the time frame and the Clerk informed South 
Oxfordshire.

Tree of Rememberance:  For discussion.
As part of the nation’s commemoration of the Centenary of the Armistice of WW1, 
Oxfordshire County Council is partnering with The Woodland Trust for a project of 
lasting remembrance.

EJ

EJ
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8.

The Woodland Trust has donated young native species tree saplings (“whips”) and the 
County Council is providing a commemorative plaque to go alongside these to all 
town and parish councils in Oxfordshire to be planted by local councils on sites they 
identify within their communities. 

Councils had been asked to let OCC know whether they would consider holding a 
commemorative invent involving the community and to let them know what form the 
planting of the tree would take.  The Chairman had suggested asking the oldest and 
youngest villager to take part.  

Councillors were in favour of planting the tree on the Millennium Green asking what 
tree would be provided.  The Clerk will check with the supplier and also Mark 
Bradfield of the Letcombe Brook Project whether it would be suitable to plant on the 
MG.  A date would be arranged once the timing for collection of the tree was 
confirmed.

Planning Applications:

LRE/4783/6-X Antwicks Stud, Main Street, Letcombe Regis. Outline application 
for the erection of an additional thirty stables with associated store and tack room.  
New indoor riding school and manége. Conversion of the existing bungalow on the 
site into two residential units.  Application ongoing

P18/V1710/HH Foliejon, Warborough Road, Letcombe Regis OX12 9LD.  
Demolition of existing double garage.  Replacement garage and annex.  Consultation 
Period 19th July to 7th September Target decision date originally 17th September, now 
21st, Clerk had originally replied to say, “The Parish Council have no problems with 
the application, however concerns have been expressed to whether the height of the 
annex will impact on neighbouring properties and concerns over the load bearing of 
the bridge over the stream.”   APPROVED

Cllr Lapsley left the meeting while the following  Planning Application was discussed 
by Councillors.
P18/V1953/HH  Laburnum House, South Street, Letcombe Regis, Oxon OX12 
9JY. Side extension and conservatory and re-location of shed. Consultation period 8th 
August to 6th September.  Now amended to 18th September following PC request for 
extension to original consultation date.  Target Decision date 1st October.

P18/V2084/HH  5 Court Road, Letcombe Regis OX12 9JH.
Minor Alterations and Extension :  Consultation period 30th August to 20th September, 
Target Decision date 10th October.  The Clerk had consulted with the three neighbours 
whose boundary abutted the dwelling.  Of the three one was extremely unhappy about 
the extension bordering their house, and the applicant has since amended the plans. 

P18/V2217/DPO Manor Farm, Warborough Road, Letcombe Regis OX12 9LD. 
Discharge of obligation on application reference P83/V0114 Conversion of barn into 
one bedroom flat for stable head lad (Section 16 Undertaking Dated 19/10/83).  
Comment passed to Vale planning that Letcombe Regis Parish Council had no 
problem with the removal of the restriction.
There were no other planning issues
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9.

10.

11.

Future Meetings:
i) Need Not Greed Oxfordshire (NNGO) are hosting an event to raise awareness 
of the Joint Statutory Spatial Plan (JSSP) and encourage our decision-makers to 
engage with local communities. They will be joined by Cllr Hudspeth.  This will take 
place on Monday September 24th from 7-9pm at Stanton St John Village Hall, Middle 
Road, Stanton St John, Oxford, OX33 1HD.  The Chairman asked for a Cllr to attend 
as she was unavailable    And to let the Clerk know if they were able to attend.  The 
Clerk received no volunteers.

Village Matters:
i) Burial Ground - Update from Cllr Maurice.  Cllr Maurice reported that there 
were not many burials taking place as Richmond residents tended to be buried where 
they had moved from.  DM also confirmed that the Church Cemetery was still open 
and the likely numbers of plots were 30 burials and  ashes. Quotes were coming in  for
tidying up the burial ground area.  A further update will be given at the next PC 
meeting.

ii) Removal of Tree roots - Update from Cllr Barber.  Cllr Barber reported that 
Mr Field was too busy to give a quotation for removal of the tree roots.  He had 
received a rough quote from John Castle and was waiting for another quote, but it was 
anticipated that this work would would take place prior to the Firework Night on the 
5th November 2018.  

iii) Six monthly report to 8th September - The Parish Council received the 
following report from J Birch
Since the previous report there have been four burials: Second internment in a full plot
First internment in a reserved full plot, First internment in a reserved ashes plot
Internment in an ashes plot
There have also been two full plots reserved. This means that the plots left free are:
Full plots consecrated:  14 unused of which 5 are reserved, Full plots un-consecrated:  
27 unused of which 9 are reserved.  Ashes plots consecrated: none
Ashes plots un-consecrated: 17 of which 4 are reserved.  

Dates of forthcoming Parish Council Meetings:  Meetings normally take place on 
the third Monday of the month at 8pm in the Warborough Room of the Village Hall.
2018  19th November, 
2019  21st January 2019, 18th  March 2019. May 20th , Annual Parish Meeting followed 
by the Annual Parish Council Meeting,  July 15th, September 16th and November 18th.

Elizabeth Jenkins
Parish Clerk
1st October 2018

DM
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Appendix A

Report from Councillor Constance

County Council has been very busy  during the summer with many decisions to report:
 
Highways

 Potholes have been repaired at new rate ; winter damage resulted in 
8,000 reports to Fix My Street in Jan/Feb and Highways faced 30,000 defects
 and by start of Q1 (April) Highways faced 30,000 defects.  20,000 had been 
repaired by end of Q1 after introducing 2 new teams to repair (1 extra in North 
and 1 in South) and purchasing 1 additional Dragon Patcher to operate 2 1/2 in 
the county.  Hope you have all noticed how many potholes have been done, 
and appreciate the better roads in the neighbourhood.

 County agreed to bring forward £10million from capital spend for next 
year to start a major programme or surface dressing/ resurfacing/drainage, 
cutting vegetation and  bridge repairs

 County has agreed also a new programme to borrow £120million 
(internal borrowing) over 5 years from 2019/20 to invest in improving the 
county’s  assets : £80 million will be spent on roads, footways, bridges and 
street lights etc., and £40 million on properties, especially schools.  This is a 
new initiative to invest in our assets,  will use the ‘growth dividend’ from 
increase in Council Tax revenue from the growth in the number of houses.  
County has recognised the importance of our roads and buildings to the 
residents and made a bold decision to bring forward works to get ahead of 
endless short-term repairs, to invest in better standard of  our highways and 
properties.  This programme will be flexible, with plans to draw down 
borrowing only as the growth dividend is available to afford the borrowing.

Waste
 Oxfordshire Environment Partnership (with the District Councils) is promoting

the use of cloth nappies aiming to reduce the £1 million costs to incinerate 
them at Ardley.  The Councils are offering free trials of cloth nappies, which 
are lighter, softer, better designed to be more consumer friendly.

 OEP is working to recommend to the Growth Board a requirement for 
developers to build new houses to higher standard of Energy Efficiency.

Growth Deal is progressing with set up of Advisory Sub Group  to structure 
and spend the £215 million Government grant available for infrastructure and 
affordable housing by 2031 if we deliver 100,000 new houses.

 A Joint Strategic Spatial Plan will be agreed by the Districts and City to shape 
the delivery of housing in the County up to 2050 : the first statement to scope 
and structure the issues has just been agreed by County : geography, decision-
making structures, communication plans have been presented – Parish 
Councils will be in comms schedule
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 The Affordable Housing sub-group has shaped its plan and met for the first 
time last week in Oxford

 The Infrastructure sub-group will meet in near future

Councillor’s Priority Fund:    I remind Parish Councils that I have a County 
community fund for ‘priorities’ in my Division, and have offered each PC the 
opportunity to bid for projects costing £2000 to £2500, which must be supported by 
fully costed quotations and agreed by me before submission to County Hall.  Bids 
seems slow, so if you have a project you want considered, please get an application 
presented by end October (ideally).  So far I have approved bids for contributions to 
repair a village hall roof; a  new bus shelter; and expect bids for improvements to a 
belisha beacon; tarring a sports field for older children; repairing play equipment.  
Please think about making an application – I would like to spend my fund in my 
Division and not surrender it again to another Cllr!
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