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June 
 Village Diary 

Sundays 3,10,17,24 10.00 am Tennis open roll-up sessions  Tennis Courts 

Mondays 4,11,18,25 7.30 - 9.00 pm Voices in the Vale - Community Choir  Village Hall 

Tuesdays 5,12.19,26 09.30-10.45 am Hatha Yoga with Beth Village Hall 

Tuesdays 5,12.19,26 7.30 pm Letcombe Singers Village Hall 

Wednesdays 6,13,20,27 6.00 pm Tennis open roll-up sessions (mid-week) Tennis Courts 

Thursdays 7,14,21,28 09.30-10.30 am Pilates with Rachel Lock   Village Hall 

Sat 2 10.00 - 2.00 pm Riding Club - Dressage Clinic with Sue Baker Arena 

Sat 2 7.00 pm Charity Concert - “Rainbows and Rivers”  (in Methodist Church) Wantage 

Sun 3 10.00 am Matins - lay led   St. Andrew’s 

Sun 3 11.00 - 2.00 pm Riding Club - Equine Car boot sale Arena 

Sun 3 6.30 - 8.30 pm Greyhound - Jazz & Pizza evening Greyhound Inn 

Wed 6 8.00 pm Book Buffs Greyhound Inn 

Thu 7 7.30 pm Letcombe Regis Photographic Club inaugural meeting Village Hall 

Sun 10 10.00 am Holy Communion  St. Andrew’s 

Sun 10 10.30 - 1.00 pm Riding Club - Jump the Jumps Arena 

Sun 10 8.00 pm Greyhound Pub Quiz  Greyhound Inn 

Mon 11 7.30 pm WI - "Working as a Met Man in the Falklands“  - (note venue) Bassett Hall 

Wed 13 7.30 pm Film Club - ‘Denial’ Village Hall 

Thu 14 2.30 pm Knitwits  4, Hamlyn Close 

Fri 15 7.30 pm Bingo! - jackpot £100  -  all welcome Village Hall 

Sat 16 1.30 - 4.30 pm Nature Reserve Work Party Nature Reserve 

Sun 17 10.00 am Matins - lay led   St. Andrew’s 

Sun 17 10.00 - 2.00 pm RG&VH Playground Consultation Village Hall 

Sat 23 7.00 pm Letcombe Regis ‘Safari Supper’ Letcombe Regis 

Sun 24 10.00 am Holy Communion  St. Andrew’s 

Sun 24 4.00 - 7.00 pm Greyhound Folk Music Greyhound Inn 

Thu 28 2.30 pm Knitwits   9, Brook View 

Sun 1 10.00 am Family Communion -  at St. John the Baptist Church Kingston Lisle 

July 
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Letcombe Regis Parish Council 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting took place on 2nd May and we 
were pleased to welcome 8 villagers who had braved the 
poor weather. Reports were received from each councillor , 
our County Councillor Yvonne Constance and the Police 
Team who support our community. The minutes will      
provide a full record of the meeting and will be appearing 
on the website soon. 

This regular editorial in the monthly Register and the PC 
Minute, available on the website record actions as they 
happen, and it has certainly been a busy year. 

The Parish Council Financial position is very strong, and 
we have not seen a rise in the precept for 2018/19. (The 
Annual Financial Statement appeared in last month’s    
Register). The PC has supported initiatives within the    
village and several Community Grant requests were       
approved, with £250 to the Riding Club, £360 toward the 
Village Bonfire Night, £150 for the newly formed           
Photographic Club, and £9,000 pledged to match fund 
grants for playground improvements currently being drawn 
up by the Village Hall and Recreation Ground Trust. If you 
are interested in applying for a Community Grant please 
contact the Parish Clerk who will be able to advise. 

Formal thanks were given by the Parish Council for all 
those who volunteer within our community to make 
Letcombe Regis the special place that it is. 

Several major projects are taking place this year within the 
parish, with Thames Water undertaking significant         
engineering works to run a pipeline to Childrey Warren. 
The pipe will be underground but there may be some local 
impact on Court Hill access. We will keep you informed 
and updated on the village website and via the email list. 
The outcome of this work will mean that the natural flow of 
water through the Letcombe Brook and its tributaries will 
be untouched.  

The Data Protection Act came into force on 25th May, as I 
am sure you are all aware, and for those of you who      
receive the village email messages, you will have received 
an email from the Parish Clerk asking for your permission 
to continue to hold your email details. If you haven’t        
already responded, please do, as this is the way we get 
important information circulated between the Register     
editions. 

So what is our focus for this year? 

The development of proposals for improvements to the 
Parish Burial Ground; Parking (which remains an ongoing 
issue around the village); phase two of the Millennium 
Green Reinstatement; Maintenance of Public Areas and 
Footpaths; monitor and comment on planning applications 
and ensure CIL payments are paid to the village in a timely 
manner; continue to develop links with Richmond residents 
where possible; support village initiatives; and monitor and 
respond to proposals for Health Service Changes, changes 
to Council Status ie Unitary proposals; and Potholes! 

Finally we are hoping to organise a summer Fete for this 
time next year and need volunteers to step forward to help. 
If you can spare some time, no matter how small, please 
contact the Parish Clerk. 
 
Jeanne Lapsley 
Chairman Letcombe Regis Parish Council 

Book Buffs 
 
The next meeting of the Book Buffs will be held in the 
Greyhound at 8pm on Wednesday 6th June when we shall 
be discussing:  
'The Trouble with Goats and Sheep' by Joanna Cannon 
and  
'Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine' by Gail Honeyman. 
 
The library book for July, available at the meeting is:      
'The Help' by Kathryn Stockett, the alternative being:         
'A Legacy of Spies' by John Le Carré. 
 
Any queries to Freddie on 767772. 
 
Letcombes WI 
 
The next meeting of the Letcombes WI will take place on 
Monday 11th June at the Letcombe Bassett hall. The 
speaker this month will be Michael Palmer who will be   
talking about "Working as a Met Man in the Falklands " 
 
Visitors are very welcome. 
 
Letcombe Regis Photographic Club 
 
The inaugural meeting of the Letcombe Regis                 
Photographic Club will be held in the Village Hall on 7th 
June starting at 7.30pm. At the meeting we are delighted to 
welcome Richard Olpin LRPS who will give a talk entitled 
‘Getting out of your Comfort zone and developing your 
photographic confidence’. Richard who is a Licentiate of 
the Royal Photographic Society photographs a range of 
subject including Glamour, Landscape, Monochrome,    
Music, People and Places, Portraits,Street Photography 
and travel. His work can be seen on his web site (http://
www.richardolpinphotography.co.uk). 
  
At the meeting we will be discussing how the club could 
develop to meet the needs of members. Irrespective of 
your perceived abilities, please do come along and listen to 
Richard and find out how the Letcombe Regis                
Photographic Club could help you with your photography. 
You will be more than welcome as a member of the        
audience and/or as someone who would like to become 
involved in our new club. The inaugural meeting is free. 
  
Saturday 14th July 
 
Letcombe Valley Wildlife Discovery Day  
2-4.30 pm 
 

Letcombe Regis, Wantage, OX12 9JU  
Discover more about this reserve, its landscape and the 
treasures it holds. 
 
• Birds, bugs, reptiles, bees, butterflies, moths & small 

mammals  
• Nature craft, build a bird box 
• Den building & mud kitchens 
• For more details contact: letcombevalley@gmail.com  or 

visit the website: www.bbowt.org.uk/reserves/letcombe-
valley 

http://www.richardolpinphotography.co.uk
http://www.richardolpinphotography.co.uk
mailto:letcombevalley@gmail.com
http://www.bbowt.org.uk/reserves/letcombe-valley
http://www.bbowt.org.uk/reserves/letcombe-valley
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St Andrew’s Church 
 
A very busy month coming up as St Andrew’s folk join 
friends throughout the village in two very popular events. 
Firstly, on Saturday June 23rd, there’s the Safari Supper. 
You can’t fail to notice the ad alongside and there’s a      
sign-up sheet attached to this month’s Register. These 
explain exactly what’s involved so no need to repeat that 
here but it is certainly well worth mentioning that this is   
always very popular and to reassure those who haven’t 
taken part before that it’s a lot of fun. Please don’t feel that 
it’s a culinary challenge: by the time everyone ends up at 
the Greyhound, few people can remember what the menus 
were and all that is left is the overall impression of a lot of 
laughter, perhaps meeting some new people and generally 
having a super evening.  So don’t delay – sign up today, 
look out your safari suit and beware of passing wildebeest. 
Huge thanks to Catriona, Polly and Jane for organising 
this.  
 
And as you roam through the village on safari, past the 
entrance to various gardens, think how nice it would be to 
have a proper look and see what lies beyond.  Letcombe 
Regis Open Gardens is on July 1st and eight gardens in the 
village will be open. This is another hugely popular event 
with visitors coming from some distance to admire, to have 
teas, to buy plants and to be inspired. If you couldn’t make 
it to Chelsea this year, never mind, you can always enjoy 
our own flower show. Huge respect, of course, to those 
gardeners who are opening this year but a whole army of 
behind-the-scenes helpers is required to make the day run 
smoothly.  If you can assist in any way, not necessarily 
horticultural, your help would be much appreciated.  
 
Sophie Fitzpatrick sophiefitzpatrick711@gmail.com is   
organising teas and would be grateful for offers to bake 
cakes or help serve on the day.  David Allchin                             
david.allchin@btinternet.com  is parking tsar and could 
certainly use some parking attendants.  
For general offers of help, please get in touch with: 
Neil McLaurin azurite@tiscali.co.uk,  
Meryl Finch meryl@dunstanlodge.co.uk  or 
Paul Batchelor p.batchelor@ucl.ac.uk 
 
But, most important, do come and support this village 
event. The Greyhound is putting on a special Open       
Gardens ploughman’s lunch, so you could enjoy that      
beforehand and then wander round the gardens, which will 
help you work up an appetite for teas in the village hall.  
See the colourful ad for further details.  
 
Finally, a word about fundraising.  The proceeds from both 
the Safari Supper and Open Gardens will be split between 
upgrading the children’s play area on the recreation ground 
and St Andrew’s. A historic and beautiful church like ours 
needs constant upkeep if the fabric is to be preserved for 
future generations; a sacred space that has stood at the 
heart of the village for centuries and is loved by           
church-goers and non-church-goers alike. So the          
fundraising is important: but it’s not just about the money, 
it’s also about having a good time. Hope you enjoy them 
both! 
 
Charity Concert 
 
“Rainbows and Rivers” with Caritas (children’s choir) and 
Crescendo (a cappella singing group) on 2nd June at 7pm 
in Wantage Methodist Church. Tickets available on the 
door - £10 (school age children free). All proceeds to 
Christian Aid and Wantage & Grove Street Pastors.   

 
Letcombe Singers 
 
With great regret, the singers are disbanding after 55 
years.  We are all getting older. . . Our summer concert on 
July 7th will be our Swan Song, and we hope to make it a 
night to remember. The programme will include Gilbert & 
Sullivan’s “Trial by Jury”, a satirical look at the impartiality 
of the law, as well as a selection of old favourites. There 
will be a sumptuous sit-down buffet, and a wine bar.    
Tickets will be on sale for £12 at the Village Shop, as well 
as the Museum in Wantage and Bretts in Grove.  The    
concert will be in aid of SWEATBOX, the Wantage Youth 
Centre. 
 
 

Letcombe Regis Safari Supper 
 

Saturday 23rd June 
First courses at 7.00pm 

End the evening in the Greyhound 
 

Always a popular event, a great way to spend time with others 
in the village, meet new people and contribute to  

two village improvements. 

 

Sign-up sheet, with full details of how to take part,  
is on the back of this Register 

 

Please return your completed sign-up sheet by  
Friday 15th June   

 

£25 per couple, all proceeds to the  
upgrade of the Children’s Playground  

and essential work on St Andrew’s Church  

mailto:sophiefitzpatrick711@gmail.com
mailto:david.allchin@btinternet.com
mailto:azurite@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:p.batchelor@ucl.ac.uk
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Letcombes Gardening Club 
 
Topical Tips 
 
June is the month when traditional English borders are at 
their best. I hope this is the case in your garden.            
Unfortunately the weeds like this time of year as well so 
you’ll have to keep weeding and hoeing to keep everything 
looking at it’s best. A tip. If you plant densely the weeds 
struggle to compete and at a push you can just snap them 
off if they are presumptive enough to show their heads! At 
the very least this slows them down. 

If you have some gaps in the border it’s not too late to sow 
some hardy annuals.  

Some spreading and trailing plants can start to look tatty in 
June. If you cut them back you’ll get fresh new growth. You 
should also cut spent flowers off euphorbias. You can also 
cut back bulb foliage now. It’s important to let the foliage 
die back naturally otherwise it can lead to ‘blindness’ the 
following year. 

There is pruning to be done now. Spring flowering shrubs 
can be pruned as can deciduous magnolia (pruning in    
winter can lead to die back and pruning in spring can 
cause the tree to bleed). You can also tackle that big 
beast, clematis montana. Untangling stems can be fiddly 
but once you can see where you’re cutting then it will take 
hard pruning very well! 

There’s almost too much to list on the fruit and veg front. 
You can still sow beans, squash, courgettes, broad beans 
and even sweet corn directly outside. If you have trays of 
celeriac they can go out this month and continue to plant 
out any trays of brassicas. 

On the fruit front, watch out for suckers at the base of fruit 
trees and pull them off. Continue to train fan-trained fruit 
trees, summer prune your currants and pinch prune figs. 

Well I’ve run out of space so you’ll have to use your       
intuition for the rest of the jobs! Have a good gardening 
June and I hope to see you at the Open Gardens on the 1st 
July! 

 

Letcombes Conservation Group  
 
Many thanks to Ian Taylor for leading the May walk for bird 
observation and identification from Sparsholt Firs into the 
Devil’s Punchbowl. A rather low number of species, fifteen 
in total, were seen despite a beautiful morning but did    
include whitethroat, goldfinch and swallow. The swallows 
and house martins are nesting at the Ridgeway hostel if 
you wish to watch their marvellous evening flight displays. 
Swifts have also returned to our skies and much is being 
learnt about these migratory birds from the Oxford          
University Museum Research Project on their nesting site 
within the Museum tower. The European swifts over-winter 
in Zaire, Tanzania or Zimbabwe and return to nesting sites, 
normally the only period in their whole lives when swifts 
stop flying. At http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/swifts.htm there is 
a live webcam to the nesting site in the Museum tower, 
plus information on these fascinating birds. 
 

 

The 2018 Oxford Festival of Nature is an event organised 
by BBOWT which gives an opportunity to explore unusual 
and common creatures and plants in two weeks of wildlife 
activities between 1 - 14th June. Check the programme at 
http://www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/2018-OFN-programme-final-for-web.pdf 
for more details on the events, some of which require     
advance booking at http://www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org/
events/. Included in the programme is an evening walk on 
Tuesday 5 June with local experts, Chris Mason and     
Jocelyne Hughes, around Oxford to explore where swifts 
live in the city and what can be done to encourage them to 
thrive in the urban environment. 
 
I wrote in May about ladybirds, known in Norfolk and     
Suffolk as ‘bishy barnabees’. Though some common    
wildflower names have disappeared from the Oxford      
English Dictionary, the richness of regional dialect will be 
reflected in the addition to the OED this year of this East 
Anglian name as well as the Suffolk term of ‘billywitch’ for 
the cockchafer beetle. These large, brown beetles have 
been found in Regis gardens recently. The adult beetles 
eat leaves and flowers but only live for a few weeks when 
60 – 80 eggs are laid by each female in the ground with 
the pointed pygidium (not a sting). The larvae then spend 3 
- 4 years in the ground eating roots and are documented 
as a serious pest to crops across Europe from the Middle 
Ages until the twentieth century when pesticides             
decreased their numbers. The buzz of the cockchafer’s 
flight earnt them the nickname of ‘doodlebug’, but it will not 
be heard in this area for another four years when the 
adults emerge again in the cockchafer’s life cycle. 

 
Friends Of Letcombe Valley Community  
Nature Reserve 
 
 

The next work party will take place on Saturday, 16th 
June from 1:30 to 4:30pm. All volunteers are very       
welcome to assist with the work of maintaining the       
Community Nature Reserve. Expert guidance is on hand 
and this month the tasks are likely to include general 
maintenance, nettle control and scything – all carried out at 
your own pace. BBOWT will provide most tools and        
refreshments are provided for the break mid-afternoon. 
Opportunities for Duke of Edinburgh Award                     
volunteering\skills sections; under 18s accompanied by an 
adult please. Meet by the lake noticeboard on the reserve 
in Letcombe Regis at 1:20pm for the safety and guidance 
briefing.  For further details, or in case of uncertain weather 
conditions, contact 01235 769194 or 763827. 
 
A future date for your diaries: The Family Wildlife           
Discovery Afternoon in the Community Nature Reserve 
takes place on Saturday, 14th July, 2:00 – 4:30 pm. Don’t 
miss this fun and interesting afternoon of activities for all 
ages. Experts and enthusiasts will be on hand with bats, 
birds, bugs, reptiles, bees, butterflies, moths and small 
mammals. Children can enjoy activities such as den     
building, mud kitchens, nature craft, building a bird box, 
making a fossil and discover more about the wildlife on this 
reserve, its landscape and the treasures it holds. Help with 
the event would be welcome; please contact Sheila Bailey 
at sheilamargaret777@gmail.com if you are able to assist 
in any way or for further information.  

http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/swifts.htm
http://www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/2018-OFN-programme-final-for-web.pdf
http://www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/2018-OFN-programme-final-for-web.pdf
http://www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org/events/
http://www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org/events/
mailto:sheilamargaret777@gmail.com
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LEE’S Exterior 
Cleaning  

Solutions 
 

 
LADDERLESS GUTTER 

CLEANING 
 

PURE WATER WINDOW 
CLEANING 

 
 01865 823395 / 07967033383 

(Southmoor Based) 

 
Hazel Lee  Painter & Decorator  

Interior & Exterior.                   Fully Insured 
Local & Reliable Female Decorator 

No job too small         Mob: 07866 509683 
hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Mel Taylor Photography 
 

Affordable fun photography at time & place to suit you.       
Portraits Studio or Location, Weddings & Special Occasions 

 See website for full details  

www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk  
 

01235 763359 or 07818427876 

Registered Dietitian 
Liane Reeves, BSc (Hons) Nutrition, MSc Allergy 

HCPC registered, MBDA 
Expert personalised dietary advice for adults and children.          
Consultations held at Wantage Osteopathic Practice, 1 
Church St. Wantage.  To discuss how dietary advice can help 
you and to arrange an appointment: Tel: 07947 053396       
Email:info@reevesdiets.co.uk                   www.reevesdiets.co.uk  

Personal Assistant/Carer 
 

DBS checked/insured 
Teaching/Management background. 
Five years as an Activity Organiser in  

residential homes 
For help or support please call 07968983673 

mailto:Hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk
mailto:info@reevesdiets.co.uk
http://www.reevesdiets.co.uk
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Recreation Ground and Village Hall Trust 
AGM Report 2017-18 

 

During 2017-18, the Recreation Ground and Village Hall 
Trust had eleven meetings. There are five elected Trustees 
from the village who are Murray Charlton, Sophie           
Fitzpatrick, Elspeth Horridge, Dominic Lamb, and myself, 
Sue Hannon along with four representative members:    
Eileen McKeever, representing the Sports Clubs using the 
Recreation Ground, Richard Taylor representing the Sports 
and Social Club and Jeanne Lapsley and Mike Light       
representing the Parish Council to give nine in total. I thank 
all Trustees for their individual contributions and the skills 
they bring to keep the hall and recreation ground           
operating. Without their support and the time they give, the 
hall, recreation ground, playground and many of the clubs 
that use them, would not function. I’d particularly like to 
thank the post holders over the last year: Elspeth Horridge 
who took over from Sophie Fitzpatrick as secretary during 
the year, Murray Charlton, our treasurer, who has kept a 
close eye on our finances. It is good to see a healthy set of 
accounts which he will explain later but I’d particularly like 
to thank him for being a sounding board for much of what 
we do. Thanks also to Dominic Lamb, our Vice Chairman 
who, as well as advising on trees and carrying out         
playground checks, has this year, along with Jon Gibbard, 
helped develop a proposed plan for the new playground 
which is on display tonight. Dom and Sophie Fitzpatrick are 
stepping down from the Trust and I thank them for all their 
work in the last few years.  I would also like to thank the 
unsung heroes who do things behind the scenes to help 
maintain the grounds and hall in many ways. Ian Taylor, 
whose hard work is greatly appreciated for fundraising 
through the 200 Club which is one of the major ways the 
Trust has of raising funds to help upgrade and maintain the 
facilities. Also, Eddie Jenkins for being a much appreciated 
handyman, putting up hooks, notices and mending fences 
and doing more than is asked of him.  
Through part of the Big Lottery award, a consultant was 
appointed to look at the Trust to help it operate more     
competently. The report was received last summer and we 
are working through it to implement suggestions to operate 
more efficiently in the coming years. It was noted that a 
few Trustees do a huge amount of work and we rely on 
volunteers so we have now compiled a breakdown so we 
can share the tasks. Also, it was suggested that the       
relationship between the Trust and Sports Clubs should be 
more transparent to the village and this in turn is related to 
the upkeep of the pavilion so the Trust is working towards 
resolving this.  
  

Village Hall 

Our new hall has now become a well-established venue for 
village clubs, parties, and celebrations with bookings     
exceeding expectations. Children’s parties are now held 10 
times a month compared to 10 times a year and there is a 
similar increase in family parties. The hall has also held 
several wedding receptions and, from September, the 
Trust have made the decision to limit numbers to a       
maximum of 8 per year and not on consecutive weekends 
to reduce any impact in the village. The hiring rates have 
been kept the same for residents of Letcombe Regis and 
regular bookings, but increased for those who are not from 
the village. The Trust successfully applied for an alcohol 
licence so hirers can now sell alcohol at events. The hall 
web site and Facebook page also launched during the year 
which provides another way for hirers to view the facilities 
and book the hall. The Cinema Club is proving popular with 
35-40 people attending monthly and I thank the organisers 

and helpers who got this off the ground and make it run 
smoothly.  There are now 2 exercise classes and a village 
table tennis club, an art group and Brownies running      
regularly and using the hall as well as the established 
clubs. White Horse Harriers will be using the hall from   
September as we are sadly losing Letcombe Singers who 
have been using the hall for many years.  
 

We are sad to hear that Rebecca Bailey, the Hall           
Coordinator is moving away from the area. We wish her 
well. She has made a real impact on the smooth running of 
the hall and has set up many protocols to make things    
easier for the Trust and hirers. She will be sorely missed 
by us all and will be a tough act to follow. Her replacement, 
Pete Bellis, will start in mid-June and we are sure he will 
be up to the task.   
The hall build group are still meeting, albeit less frequently. 
There are still funds and next week acoustic panels will be 
installed which should help the acoustics in the hall.     
Several other things are in train, among them a staircase 
so the loft area can be accessed for storage which should 
alleviate the crush in the store room. I’d also like to thank 
Ceci Allchin and the planting party for their help when we 
planted up the outside areas of the hall back in the         
autumn. The ground was prepared by a group of            
probationers who dug and cleared to make this possible. 
The Trust is now registered for the hall to receive           
Feed-in-Tariffs from the solar panels and we have just   
received accreditation from OFGEM for Renewable Heat 
Incentive payments for heat generated by the Air Source 
Heat Pumps. The RHI application was arduous to say the 
least and I have been working on it since January 2016 to     
collect together and submit nearly 40 documents and many 
photographs so you can imagine my relief now it is        
accepted. We are awaiting back-payments from the RHI, 
so this, with the solar panels should give nearly £1,000 
income each year. Both of the renewable rebates last for 
20 years so it will be of benefit for the foreseeable future.  
 

Recreation Ground 

I’d particularly like to thank Des Williams and Dennis Stock 
and the cricket club, who work tirelessly to maintain and 
keep the sports areas of the recreation ground in excellent 
condition. This not only enables many people to play their 
sports but also enhances the life of many villagers who 
walk and enjoy the recreation ground. We have had to   
carry out work on several trees and the annual inspection 
has highlighted more actions which will take place over the 
next year. We are still waiting for SSE to cut the back 
hedge which was cancelled earlier due to the wet weather.  
Congratulations go to the riding club who have now 
opened their arena which is proving well used.  
I mentioned the children’s playground earlier which is in 
need of a complete revamp. We now have a proposed   
layout, types of equipment and costing and so now need to 
consult with the village before a final design is agreed. This 
will also include a ‘trim trail’ with 4 stations around the   
recreation ground and was suggested many years ago so 
should prove popular. I am pleased to say that Dom has 
agreed to carry on helping us out with this project. The 
Trust has some money to put towards this and we thank 
the Parish Council for a matched-funding grant and also 
the organisers of the upcoming Open Gardens and Safari 
Supper who have kindly pledged half the sums raised   
towards funds. The remaining funds will be made up from 
grants and we are hoping to apply in the autumn once we 
know the final cost.  
So, all in all, 2017-18 has been yet another busy year 
maintaining and developing the facilities which, I hope you 
agree, we are so lucky to have. 
Sue Hannon, Chairman 
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Club Reports for 2018 
 

Riding Club 

 

After much hard work to raise funds we were thrilled to 
have the arena completed in the Club’s 40th year!  It was 
officially opened  on 7th December 2017 with Clare Balding 
cutting the ribbon followed by a delicious lunch and an  
entertaining talk by Clare. The event was hugely supported 
by the local community and villagers, as was the Race 
Night that was held in the Village Hall in November.  We 
were able to purchase a set of 10 lovely wooden jumps to 
replace our rather old and rotten ones with the help of a 
much appreciated grant from the Parish Council.  We have 
recently purchased a roller for the arena and are grateful to 
football club for letting us use theirs in the meantime.  
 

The new facility has proved very popular and we have   
received exceedingly enthusiastic and positive feedback.   
 

Several events are taking place over the next few months: 
 

• Saturday 2nd June - dressage clinic with grand prix judge 
Sue Baker 

• Sunday 3rd June -  table top tack sale 
• Sunday 10th June - Jump the Jumps day 
 

In the future we would like to improve the entrance to the 
arena as it gets so muddy in the winter and put up a    
weather proof notice board. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has helped and supported the 
project over the last few years. 
 
Cricket Club 

 

Cricket continues to be played on Saturday, Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings. In the 2017 season, the Saturday 
team managed to win promotion to Oxfordshire Cricket 
Association Division 6, and the 2018 season has started 
well, with the team winning the first 3 matches. 
The Sunday team has a full fixture list of home and away 
matches throughout the season, with the highlight being 
the Presidents v Chairmans match on Sunday 26th August, 
where a barbeque is traditionally provided by the Chairman 
before the match. 
 

The Wednesday midweek team continues to perform with 
mixed results ( but always enjoyable ) in Division 3 of the 
Downs League, with games starting in May and going 
through until July. 
 

If anyone is interested in joining the Cricket Club, whether 
to play, help out, or just enjoy watching, then please      
contact the Secretary, details in the Letcombe Register. 
 
Football Club 

 

A very successful end to the season saw the football club 
finish 7th of 15 teams in the Hellenic League Division One 
West.   A very young reserve team finished in mid table in 
the North Berks League Division Three. 
 

The club had approximately 40 playing members, with a 
committee of 10 people. 
 

The future of the club is uncertain as the Football           
Association have finally decided that floodlights are re-
quired to play at step 6, which is the level that the football 
club are currently playing in.   This means that the club will 
have to play at a lower level next season, with the         
inevitable loss of some of our better players.   We hope 
that we will be able to stay in the Hellenic League playing 
in a lower division, but the Football Association have not 
yet agreed to this. 

Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and 
Village Hall Trust 
 
The plans for the new playground will be on display in the 
Village Hall on Sunday 17th June from 10 am to 2pm. We 
welcome comments before the final decision on the     
equipment is made. The playground is used by most of the 
village be it for your own children or grandchildren so we’d 
like comments from as many of you as possible. Children, 
please bring your dad, even though it’s father’s day!!  For 
further details, contact me using the details below. 
 
The Trust is looking for a new Treasurer. The position is 
suitable for anyone with a feel for numbers but does not 
necessarily have to have an accountancy qualification. This 
person will have the opportunity to research and select an 
appropriate accounting package to assist and significantly 
reduce the bookkeeping involved. At the AGM, Eddie    
Jenkins was elected as a village Trustee but there are still 
2 village representative vacancies so if you are interested, 
please do contact me.   

We have recruited Pete Bellis to the post of Hall             
Coordinator and he will start in mid-June. Pete has set up 
the web site and has skills in business and marketing and 
we look forward to working with him. 
 
Sue Hannon  
Chairman 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and Village Hall Trust 
766043 or sue.m.hannon@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
(200 Club results on the back page) 
 
 

Gardens Open at Letcombe Regis 
 

Sunday 1st July 
2.00 to 6.00 pm 

 

Entrance to gardens by programme 

Adults £5.00, children free 
Programmes on the day from the car parks at 

 the Village Hall and Greyhound Inn and at 

each open garden 
Teas will be available in the Village Hall 

In support of the Children’s Playground upgrade and 

work on St Andrew’s church 
 

Bring family and friends -  a great afternoon out! 
 

Playground Consultation 
Sunday 17th June 10 am - 2pm 

in the Village Hall, 
Plans for the playground will 

be on display and we seek your 
comments 
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Treasurer’s Report for the Year Ended 
31st March 2018 
 
The accounts which summarise the Charity’s income & 
expenditure and details of its funds were published in the 
Register last month and will be filed with the Charity      
Commissioners in the next few weeks when they have 
been independently examined.  
 

The accounts show a surplus for the year of £7,595       
reflecting the impressive use of the Hall for a full year. In 
overall terms, taking the RG&VH Trust as a whole, I      
comment as follows: 
 

Use of the Hall: Hirers are fulsome in their praise for the 
new building; the Trust has taken on board any adverse 
comments to try to increase the enjoyment of the facility.   
 

Use of the Pavilion: There is no great use of this    
building other than by the football and cricket clubs whose         
contribution is the maintenance of their playing areas. 
 

Parish contribution: Our thanks to the Parish Council 
and to the villagers who, via their precept, contributed 
£1837. 
 

Bonfire night: The surplus from this event was again 
greater than last year due to a more generous contribution 
to the cost of fireworks by the PC, better weather and 
therefore more people donating more. 
 

Car parking: This income comes mostly from the       
agreement with Richmond for permission to use the car 
park during the week from 0800 to 1700 hours. 
 

Now that the Hall has completed its first full year, two of the 
expense items are considerably higher than the previous 
year and one significantly lower. I comment below on those 
items: 
   

Hall Co-ordinator: The need to use a Hall Co-ordinator 
(on a part time basis) continues to be absolutely             
necessary; the new Hall is creating a steady stream of    
enquiries from interested parties many of whom are       first
-timers and wish to inspect the premises and facilities prior 
to hiring. 
 

Cleaners: We have a regular weekly cleaning              
programme and we making a provision of £1000 towards a 
triennial spring-clean. Paint work is regularly touched up 
and that cost is included in the Maintenance & Repairs 
heading. 
 

Electricity: This item shows a considerable reduction; this 
year’s expense accurately reflects our usage while last 
year’s cost was exaggerated by faulty thermostats. We 
have benefitted from our solar panel income and will further 
benefit from the Renewable Heat Incentive scheme now 
that our application was approved earlier this month (May) 
– it has been a tortuous and protracted journey.  
 

Provisions: I have referred earlier to the provision for a 
spring-clean every three years; there are also two other 
provisions of £1500 in these accounts: 

 
− the first provision is for the longer term repairs/

renovations of the Pavilion; this arises from a survey 
undertaken to seek an indication of the costs that might 
occur in the next 10 to 15 years, the estimate of which 
was c£30,000;    

− the second is for the re-equipment of the Playground 
which is in great need of upgrading.  

In the non-regular section, the main income is the         
fundraising of the 200 club which did us proud with a       
contribution of £3000; the Trustees are very grateful to Ian 
Taylor who organises the monthly draw of the 200 Club.  
 

Net assets: 

A few words on the funds we have in our accounts: 
− the opening balance was £49,476 to which we add 

surplus for the year;  
− our net spend on fitting out the Hall amounted to    

£7,211 and 
− the payment to the Riding Club of £21,048 which we 

were holding on their behalf. 
 

The funds at 31st March now total £28,813, the            
whereabouts of which are set out in the accounts. 
 

Murray Charlton  
Hon Treasurer        
  24th May 2018 
 
Letter from Ed Vaizey, MP 
The Prince’s Countryside Fund is now open for grant      
applications of up to £50,000, available to support        
community led projects that improve the quality of life in 
rural areas and that help to support farming families. The 
Fund is committed to supporting projects which will         
reinvigorate and sustain community networks by providing 
services and amenities. It is open for applications until June 
14th. You can apply at princescountrysidefund.org.uk/
grants. 
 RWE Generation, the operators of Didcot B power station, 
are looking for apprentices to work in the gas-fired power 
station. They are looking for enthusiastic science, maths or 
engineering students to take up positions as engineering 
apprentices, including working on non-destructive testing. 
You can find out more here rweukjobs.com/entry-level-
schemes/engineering. 
 Congratulations to Didcot Railway Centre, which has been 
given a Queen’s Award for Voluntary Services. The award 
is equivalent to an MBE for voluntary groups and only 30 
organisations have received it since it was created 15 
years ago. Very well done!  
 Similar congratulations to Williams Advanced Engineering 
in Grove for a Queen's Award for Enterprise in Innovation. 
The award is for the Company's innovation in successfully 
transferring technology into commercial applications from 
designing, developing and delivering the batteries for all the 
cars racing in the Formula E championship. Excellent work. 
This month I attended a meeting of Didcot First, an        
organisation that promotes Dicot positively and ensures it is 
a good place to work and live. You can find out more about 
their work at didcotfirst.org.uk. I also met with GARD, the 
Group Against Reservoir Development about the      pro-
posed new Upper Thames Reservoir and took part in a 
BBC Oxford discussion on Didcot. 
 In April I received 623 items of correspondence (emails 
and letters) from constituents. Subjects raised with me   
include local rail, infrastructure and Brexit. 
 Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing 
issues that you would like help with. You can contact me on 
any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A 
0AA, dicksonce@parliament.uk or 01235 768 888. Email is 
the quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I 
keep a very close eye on my emails and can reply very 
quickly.   Details of my activities in Parliament can be read 
on my website, https://www.vaizey.com. I also send out 
occasional general interest emails about developments in 
the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. You can sign up 
here: http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP. 

mailto:dicksonce@parliament.uk
https://www.vaizey.com/
http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP
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Film Club  
 
Wednesday 13th June: ‘Denial’ 
 
Many thanks to all who joined us for the May film, Our    
Finest. We had another great turnout (almost 50 people) 
for an enjoyable film. 
 
This month is our last film before the summer break. We 
will be screening “Denial” , a courtroom drama telling the 
story of the libel case brought by the author David Irving 
against the historian Deborah Lipstadt, after she called him 
a “Holocaust denier”.  
 
Rachel Weisz is excellent as Lipstadt but the best reviews 
are given to Timothy Spall who is “effectively repellent” as 
Irving. Tom Wilkinson and Andrew Scott complete the   
stellar cast playing Lipstadts legal team. 
 
The screenplay is based on the acclaimed book “History on 
Trial: My day in court with a Holocaust denier”, written by 
Lipstadt following the trial in 1996. 
 
We hope to see you on Wednesday 13th June for our last 
film of this season. Planning for next season, which starts 
in September, is already underway, with surveys of film 
goers  on what they like to see. if anyone else would like 
suggest ideas for films to show, please email us on 
letcombefilms@outlook.com. 
 
Denial : Wednesday 13th June, 7.30 doors open, film at 
8pm. Come along early and have a drink. 

 
Greyhound inn 
 
On Saturday 19th May, after two rounds of voting, we are 
delighted to announce that The Greyhound Inn was the 
2018 winner of Best Destination Pub in Bucks/Oxon in the 
annual prestigious Muddy Awards organised by Muddy 
Stilettos, a cool, quirky ‘urban guide to the countryside’ for 
smart, fun-loving women living outside London (men can 
read it too!). Thank you to everyone who supported us by 
voting.  
 
Also on May 21st, as a finalist in the BoHo Guest            
Experience Awards organised by Boutique Hotel News, we 
were the runners up in the UK 1-20 rooms UK Country and 
Coastal category. This was an industry award judged solely 
on guest feedback for their stay with us from January-
March this year. We are really pleased to get this         
recognition for the pub and our amazing staff who work so 
hard to maintain such a consistently high standard.  
 

TYPIST WANTED 
 

To assist in cataloguing a film library.  
Going rate paid.  

If you are interested please contact  
the Register (details on the back page) to be put in  

touch with the film-maker.  

The Barn Tea Rooms, Court Hill Centre 
Homemade cakes, light lunches. 

Just off A338 on the Ridgeway - and it’s all down-
hill on the way back! 

Open 7 days a week 10.30 to 4.00  
Tel: 01235 760253 

http://outlook.com
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Letcombe Football Club 
 
The football season has finally drawn to a close, with 
Letcombe winning all four of their league matches in April 
to finish 7th of 15 teams in Division One West of the      
Hellenic league. We began the month with a narrow 1-0 
win at home to Cheltenham Sarancens, and then beat local 
rivals Clanfield 3-2 in another home fixture. Our return trip 
to play Cheltenham Sarancens ended in a 2-0 victory, and 
we finished the season with a journey to Banbury to play 
Easington Sports who needed a win to secure                
promotion. A large crowd turned up, but `party poopers` 
Letcombe won 5-3. We conceded an early goal, but then 
scored 5 times before Easington scored two late             
consolation goals. The young Letcombe reserve team   
finished in mid table in Division Three of the North Berks 
League. 
 
The future of the club is uncertain as the Football           
Association are enforcing the rule that clubs must have 
lights to play at our current level. We are therefore certain 
to be relegated to a lower league, which means that many 
of our better players will move elsewhere. We hope that we 
can find suitable replacements to secure the club`s future. 
 
 
 

Compiled by Francesca Engelmann, 2, The Old Stables, Warborough Road, OX12 9LD  Tel: 01235 769310 

 

Email: Register@oldstableyard.co.uk 
 

The views expressed in the Register do not necessarily reflect the views  of Letcombe Regis Parish Council. 
  

Deadline for inclusion is always the 27th of each month. 
 

The Register is also available to view, along with much more information, on the Village Website:  
www.letcomberegispc.org 

200  Club Draw — No 3                     June 2018 

123 Sharon BEDFORD £50 

146 Paulien HENSHALL £25 

154 Murray CHARLTON £10 

165 Thérèse CLARKE £10 

85 Loretta LIGHT £5 

Special Draw: 

129 Sophie BEAUCHAMP £25 

126 Kevin BAILEY £20 

58  Iain McCOUBREY £10 

44 Karen MORTON £10 

151 Derek MAURICE £10 

96 Denise ELLIOTT £10 

40 Rose & Gordon LUNDIE £10 

New Numbers draw 

28 Robyn CHRISTIE £5 



Letcombe Regis Safari Supper Saturday 23rd June, 2018 
 
Once again, we are organising a Safari Supper around the village in aid of the Letcombe Recreation 
Ground Children’s Play Area upgrade and essential work on St Andrew’s Church. This has been a 
popular event in the past, and we hope to see both familiar and new faces there. The cost remains at 
£25 per couple. 
 
For those of you who have not experienced this very enjoyable evening, the idea is that each couple 
will provide one course e.g. starter, main course or pudding for 6 people. If you are providing the 
starter course, two other couples will join you at your house or flat then you will go on to another house 
or flat for the main course and somewhere else for the pudding course. If you are providing a main 
course, you will go out first to somewhere else for a starter, then home for main course and out again 
for pudding, and so on. 
 
The names of all the participants are drawn out of a hat so each couple should meet 6 different couples 
throughout the evening – a great way to get better acquainted with people in the village.  
 
Once again you will be welcomed at The Greyhound Inn after the pudding course for coffee and after 
dinner drinks.  As this is always a popular event, we are limiting the numbers to 60 people on a first 
come first served basis, so please complete the tear-off slip below and return it with your payment to 
Jane Ellis at Tulyar, Main St Tel: 763727; Catriona Galbraith at The Cottages, South Street Tel: 
771100 or Polly Johnson at the Old Vicarage Tel: 768257 as soon as possible and not later than Friday 
15th June.  Alternatively, if you would like to pay by BACS (Letcombe Regis PCC 2; Account number 
64173658; Sort code 60-22-31) please email your preference for which course you would like to host to 
catriona@galbraithreeds.com.  
 
Best wishes 
Jane, Catriona and Polly 
 
P.S. If you can’t come you can always make a donation to these good, local causes! 
 
Cut here 

Letcombe Regis Safari Supper 2018 
 
We would like to come to the Safari Supper on 23th June 2018.  
I am paying £________  by   cash  cheque  BACS  (Acct # 64173658; Sort Code 60-22-31) 
 
Name of participants (block caps):  
1.________________________________2._____________________________ 
Tel: __________________________________ 
Email: (please provide this so we can let you know arrangements for the evening): 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
We would prefer to provide: 
 
 don’t mind  the main course 
 the starter  the pudding 
 
Please complete and return this slip to one of the above addresses by Friday 15th June. 

 

mailto:catriona@galbraithreeds.com
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