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December 

 Diary 

Mondays 3,10 7.30 - 9.00 pm  Voices in the Vale with Lisa Doscher Village Hall 

Tuesdays 4,11,18 9.30 - 10.45 am Hatha Yoga with Beth Village Hall 

Tuesdays 4,11,18 9.30 - 11.00 am Ridgeway Handbell Group East Challow 

Fridays 7,14,21,28 10.00 am / 11.00 am Tennis Cardio Class / All ability Coaching  Tennis Courts 

Saturdays 1,8,15,22,29 9.00 am  Tennis - 1 hour Cardio  Tennis Courts 

Sat 1 10.00 am - noon St. Andrew’s Gift Day  St. Andrew’s 

Sat 1 4.00 pm Richmond - Voices in the Vale Community Choir Richmond 

Sat 1 7.00 pm St. Andrew’s Day Concert - The Saxonians - jazz quartet St. Andrew’s 

Sun 2 10.00 am Matins - lay led St. Andrew’s 

Sun 2 3.00 pm Richmond - Cream Tea and Schubert Richmond 

Wed 5 8.00  pm Book Buffs Greyhound Inn 

Sun 9 10.00 am Holy Communion St. Andrew’s 

Sun 9 8.00 pm Greyhound - Pub Quiz  Greyhound Inn 

Mon 10 7.30 pm WI -  ‘A Tudor Christmas’ Village Hall 

Wed 12 7.30 pm Film Club - ‘The Death of Stalin’ Village Hall 

Fri 14 4.00 pm Richmond - Christmas Carols (children & residents) Richmond 

Sat 15 1.30 - 4.30 pm Nature Reserve Work Party Nature Reserve 

Sat 15 6.00 pm Carol Service St. Andrew’s 

Sun 16 10.00 am Matins - lay led   St. Andrew’s 

Sun 16 4.00 - 7.00 pm Greyhound Folk Club Greyhound  Inn 

Fri 21 7.30 pm Bingo! - jackpot £100  -  all welcome Sports Pavilion 

Sun 23 10.00 am Matins St. Andrew’s 

Mon 24 11.30 pm Midnight Communion St. Andrew’s 

Sun 30 10.00 am Benefice Communion at St Laurence West Challow 

January 

Sun 6 3.00 pm Film Club - special free screening - ‘Paddington 2’ Village Hall 

Holiday Waste Collections 
 
Monday 24

th 
December - the Green Recycling bin and 

Food waste bins will be collected as normal. (This includes 
the Brown Garden waste bin for those of you who          
subscribe to the service). 
 

Monday 31
st 

December - The Grey Landfill bin and Food 
waste bins will not be collected until Wednesday 2

nd          

January. 
 
Monday 7

th 
January - the Green Recycling bin and Food 

waste bins will be collected the next day on Tuesday 8
th
 

January. (On this occasion there will be no Brown Garden 
waste collection). 
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Letcombe Regis Parish Council 
 
It barely seems a moment ago since last Christmas was 
being celebrated, and here we are a few weeks away from 
this years celebrations! The Parish Council Christmas tree 
is due for delivery in early December and will be erected in 
its usual Church Corner place. As ever we would like to 
thank the Church for their help in providing the electricity 
supply to ensure it ‘twinkles’ into the night. This is clearly 
the time for families and friends to gather, but it can also be 
a lonely time for those on their own, so please continue to 
keep a friendly eye on any neighbours who could find 
themselves alone.  
 
The Parish Council met recently on 19

th
 November and we 

were delighted to welcome a newly co-opted councillor 
Michelle Benton to the Parish Council. We all look forward 
to working with her. The main focus of the meeting was to 
consider proposals for next year’s budget and currently 
these proposals mean no uplift in the precept. The final 
approval will be made at our January Meeting once the 
final funding allocations are available from the Vale of the 
White Horse. 
 
Three requests for community grant support were         
considered and PC approved two of the applications. The 
Wantage Independent Advice Centre will receive £250 ( in 
the past year they have supported our parishioners on 688 
occasions ); and £150 has been agreed to support Be Free 
Young Carers, which is a local based charity offering    
emotional support, social activities and training amongst 
other things for those aged 8 – 25 with a family caring    
responsibility. In making its decision the PC considers 
carefully the benefits to the Parish residents. We have built 
in a continuing amount for Community Grants in next year’s 
budget, so please contact the Parish Clerk if you would like 
more details on how to apply.  
 
It has been brought to our notice that the opportunities for 
sitting and ‘resting a while’ on the Millennium Green are 
limited.  As a result the Parish Council are seeking to     
improve this by the purchase and installation of three new, 
easily maintained, benches. These will be in place later in 
the spring. Consideration is also being given to placing a 
bench in the Parish Council Burial Ground, as currently 
there is nowhere to sit. 
 
Our next meeting is Scheduled for Monday 21

st
 January, 

8pm in the Village Hall. All are welcome to attend, and   
indeed if there is any matter you would like to raise please 
contact the Parish Clerk in advance of the meeting. 
 
Finally, the Parish Council wishes you all a wonderful     
Festive Celebration and a Peaceful and Prosperous New 
Year. 
 
Jeanne Lapsley 
Chairman, Letcombe Regis Parish Council 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tributary to the Letcombe Brook  
 
The tributary to the Letcombe Brook which runs alongside 
Warborough Road from Highwell (Springlake) currently has 
little or no water flow and some areas of the stream have 
no water at all. 
 
The Parish Council has been in touch with the relevant  
authorities in order to resolve the issue. The matter has 
been raised with the officer for the Letcombe Brook Project 
and upon his return from leave on the 2

nd
 December and 

we will be discussing the resolution.  
 
In the meantime the Environment Agency will only take 
action if anyone sees fish in distress in their area of the 
stream. If you do please call their Incident                        
hotline Telephone: 0800 80 70 60, they have a 24-hour 
service. 
It would be useful if you would also let the Parish Clerk 
know as well - letregispc@gmail.com / 07491000305 

 
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service - 
Cooking fires 
 

All it takes is one distraction 
 

Did you know that 1 in 3 people rescued from house fires in 
Oxfordshire are rescued from cooking fires? Or that        
distraction is the main cause of cooking fires? 
 

It's easy to get distracted - the phone rings, someone's at 
the door or a TV show catches your attention. If you need 
to leave your cooking, even for a couple of minutes: 

• turn down the heat 

• set the timer 

• or ask someone to watch it for you 
Or could find that Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service     
firefighters join you for dinner! 
 

Find out more at: www.365alive.co.uk/cooking 
 

Letcombes WI 
 
The WI had a most enjoyable meeting in November, when 
David Day gave a most enthusiastic and interesting 
presentation about the Pendon Museum.  At our next   
meeting at the Village Hall on December 11

th
, Martin       

Sirot-Smith will be talking about “A Tudor Christmas”, and 
members are asked to bring a plate of goodies for a   
Christmas Feast. 

 

This Christmas the Oxfordshire Federation is organising 
contributions to local Food Banks. All sorts of                 
non-perishable foods are welcome, as long as they have a 
fairly distant “use by” date. Bring your donations along to 
the meeting, and we will see that they get to The Wantage 
Food Bank before Christmas. 
 

Subscriptions will be due in January, so if members bring 
their chequebooks along, we can start collecting them now, 
and get that over with.  

 

Jeanne and Stephen and Family 
wish all of our friends in 
Letcombe Regis a Very Happy 
Christmas and Peaceful and 
Healthy New Year 

 

 Best wishes for a joyful  
Christmas and a happy and 

healthy New Year  
to all our friends  
and neighbours.  

Loretta and Mike Light  

http://www.365alive.co.uk/cooking
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St Andrew’s Church 
 

If our Editor and her brilliant team are their usual efficient 
selves, this edition of the Register will be with you before 
December 1

st   
in time to remind you about the Saxonians 

concert taking place at St Andrew’s on Saturday at 7pm. 
The idea of a saxophone quartet sounds fun and their    
programme of light classical and jazzy music will be the 
perfect start to Christmas festivities. If you haven’t bought 
tickets yet – don’t worry, you can pay on the door and your 
£12:50 includes interval refreshments.Accompanied      
children free. Don’t miss it! 

There’s another musical treat a fortnight later when St    
Andrew’s holds its Carol Service on Saturday 15

th
 at 6pm. 

This is always a very special evening as the Christmas 
story is told again through much-loved readings,             
interspersed with anthems from the choir which has been 
busy rehearsing under its musical director Marilyn 
Mitcham.   And Joe Barber will be back from Balliol to play 
the organ for us. The 100

th
 anniversary of the signing of the 

Armistice is reflected this year, not only in the poetry but 
also in the music which is by composers from Britain, 
France, Austria and Germany.  And after you’ve sung your 
favourite carols, there will be mulled wine and mince pies 
to send you home feeling suitably Christmassy. 

The collection at the Carol Service, like all our collections 
over Christmas, will go to the charities we support at this 
time of year: CRISIS and The Children’s Society.  

Our support for local charities is not just financial. As in 
previous years, we will be collecting gifts: 

 gifts of good quality children’s clothes and toys for 
needy local families. If you gift-wrap your present, 
please indicate who it would be most suitable for eg 
“Child 3-5”, “Boy 5-8”, etc. And before we’re accused 
of gender stereotyping, let common sense prevail!  
(Adhesive labels are best, tie-on ones sometimes    
become detached.)  

 gifts for The Porch in Oxford. They are always grateful 
for warm clothes, and small presents such as         
toiletries, suitable for homeless people who might  
otherwise have nothing.  Again, if you gift-wrap your 
present, please indicate if it is for a man or a   woman; 
and for clothing, an approximate size would be useful. 

 gifts of food for Wantage Food Bank. A note from 
them requests non-perishable items only  – and tells 
us that they have more than enough tins of baked 
beans!  

All these can be placed under the Christmas tree in church 
in the week before Christmas. 

And finally, a decree has gone out, not from Caesar       
Augustus, but from the Data Protection Regulators, that we 
need to have your completed forms back if we are legally 
to be able to keep in touch by email. Spare forms are    
available at the back of the church.  Not very seasonal but 
very important if we are not to fall foul of the law.  

Full details of all the Christmas services can be found in 
Signpost . We hope to see you at St Andrew’s at some 
point and wish you a blessed and peaceful Christmas.  

 
 

200 Club 
 

 
 

 

200 Club Draw — No 9                  December  2018 
Christmas Prize Draw 

16 Claire TAYLOR £100 

147 Helen WOOD £50 

53 Millicent HOLLINGWORTH £25 

121 Dianna WADDINGTON £10 

222 Samantha NEWELL £10 

182 Sarah GIBBARD £5 

Special Draw 

52 Ian and Karen JOHNSON £50 

140 Fran ENGELMANN £25 

163 Thérèse CLARKE £20 

127 Angie BAILEY-MYERS £10 

196 Sophie BODEN £10 

102 Gillian HERD £10 

191 Georgia DUNMORE £10 

New Numbers draw 

205 Patrick & Jane CABLE-ALEXANDER £25 

204 Jacquie BERRYMAN £5 

224 Max STEWART £5 

118 David & Claire YOULDON £5 

 

Iain and Vivien McCoubrey 
wish all their Letcombe friends 
a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 
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Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme  
 
If you have a spare room to offer and would like to play a 
key part in making a positive difference to someone’s life, 
then we really want to hear from you! 
We are keen to recruit people from all walks of life who feel 
they can offer paid support in their own home (up to £400). 
No matter what type of arrangement our carers provide, 
they all receive on-going support and training from a team 
of qualified social workers to ensure delivery of high     
quality, person centred care.  
 

Call the Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme on 01865 
897971 or visit our website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
sharedlives . 
 

We are also holding a drop-in session for people to come 
and find out more about the service, on Thursday 6

th
      

December between 1.00 pm and 2.30 pm at Abbey House, 
Abbey Close, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3JD. We look forward 
to meeting you!! 

BBOWT 
 

BBOWT are issuing a claim against the government over 
the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway. The campaign is ‘for 
environmental justice – for the sake of wildlife and people’. 
They have launched a fundraiser to help with costs http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/expressway  
 

For more information contact: 
Carolyne Culver  
Media and Campaigns Manager 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust 
carolyneculver@bbowt.org.uk 
01865 775476 ext. 234 
(m) 07976 374146 
www.bbowt.org.uk/expressway  

Community Information Network 
 

The latest edition of the Community Links Booklet, which 
showcases the activities and information drop in points 
offered across the county has been released. 
 

~To see the electronic version go to https://
gallery.mailchimp.com/3742a45469be60018fcb5a611/files/
c4da316b-6cef-4630-9d19-1e0e50b0b873/
CIN_Booklet_Oct_2018_print_version.pdf 
 

To obtain a hard copy please contact Helen in the office to 
order, via email, network@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or call 
her on 01865 849 434.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and 
Village Hall Trust 
 
We had clear, dry weather for the annual village fireworks 
which again proved to be a spectacular display and was 
enjoyed by all those who came. The total raised was £464 
which was slightly up on last year. This is one of the only 
fundraising opportunities for the recreation ground and so 
thank you to all of you who donated and to all of you who 
helped to make the evening a success. 

Further work on the trees on the recreation ground is 
scheduled for 29

th
 November. 

We will update on progress with the playground in the    
January but are still waiting for the Vale grant scheme to 
open.  

We have met with the Vale Environment Warden to        
discuss dog fouling on the recreation ground. He will begin 
random patrols of the area shortly. Anyone whose dog is 
seen     fouling can be liable for a fine. We ask people    
using the recreation ground to be vigilant and to report any 
dogs/owners so that we can deter the few who let their 
dogs foul so we can keep the area safe and clean for all to 
use. We were also told that in the future, the law will be 
changing and dogs will be prohibited from all playing areas 
of recreation grounds.    

At the November Trust meeting, Johnny Jenkin was         
co-opted on to the Trust as a village Trustee. With his 
background in accounting we hope he will be a useful     
addition to our skillset.    

Turning to Christmas, we are planning an evening of      
Carols and Christmas songs in the hall at 7.30 pm on   
Monday 17

th
 December.  

The Trust do not meet in December. The next meeting will 
be in late January and details will be in next month’s     
Register. 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year and hope to see you on 17

th
. 

Sue Hannon  
Chairman 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and Village Hall Trust

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liz and Ken Peach  
send happy seasonal 
greetings to all our 
friends in Letcombe  
from sunny Troon. 

 

 Myra Oliver would like to send 
Christmas and New Year  

Greetings to her friends and  
acquaintances in both Letcombe 

Regis Village and Richmond  
Retirement Village. 

 Jacqueline and Neil McLaurin 
wish all our friends and neighbours 

in the village 
a very joyful Christmas and 

a happy and healthy New Year 

Reg & Margaret Pike 
Would like to wish all their friends a 

very Merry Christmas  
and a Happy New Year  

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/expressway
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/expressway
http://www.bbowt.org.uk/expressway
mailto:network@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
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Film Club 
 

‘The Death of Stalin’ (15) - Wednesday 12th             
December 
 

We had a great turnout for Darkest Hour, a big thanks to all 
who came to see an excellent film. The political theme   
continues for our December film, but this time it’s a comedy 
- “The Death of Stalin”.  Although it doesn’t exactly sound 
like fun, it is critically acclaimed as a hilarious and           
irreverent  black comedy which did very well at the Box 
Office when it was released last year. It was written and 
directed by Armando Iannucci, the Scottish Author and    
comedian who has written several successful political     
satires including “The Thick of It”.  Set in the months after 
Stalin’s death in 1953 and the plot focuses on the brutal 
power struggle that followed. 
 

You will recognise many famous British actors among the 
cast - Michael Palin, Rupert Friend, Jason Isaacs, Paul 
Whitehouse and Simon Russell Beale  to mention a few. 
Interestingly the film has been banned in Russia! 
 

Come early and enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince 
pie, as it’s nearly Christmas! Door open 7.30 pm, film starts 
at 8pm. 
 

Special New Year Film Club: ‘Paddington 2’ (PG) – 
Sunday 6th January 3pm 
 

Just to remind you that we have a special film  for the New 
Year where we are screening a free film for all the family - 
“Paddington 2”. Bring your family and friends for this much 
loved film which appeals to all ages. 
 
A few days later we will have our regular January Film on 
Weds 9

th
 Jan, which will be “Lady Bird” 

More details next month. 

 

 

 
 
 

EST. SINCE 1994 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING 

& WINDOW CLEANING 
FULLY INSURED 

 

millbrookservices1@gmail.com 
TEL: 01235 511541   MOB: 078144 28395 

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE 

 
Visit our webpage to view all our services 

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk 

Mel Taylor Photography 

 

Affordable fun photography at time & place to suit you.       

Portraits Studio or Location, Weddings & Special Occasions 

 See website for full details  

www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk  
01235 763359 or 07818427876 

 

Hazel Lee      Painter & Decorator  
 
 

Interior & Exterior.                    Fully Insured 
Local & Reliable Female Decorator 

No job too small         Mob: 07866 509683 
hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 

The Barn Tea Rooms, Court Hill Centre 
Homemade cakes, light lunches. 

Just off A338 on the Ridgeway - and it’s all  
downhill on the way back! 

Open 7 days a week 10.30 to 4.00  
Tel: 01235 760253 

Registered Dietitian 
Liane Reeves, BSc (Hons) Nutrition, MSc Allergy 

HCPC registered, MBDA 
Expert personalised dietary advice for adults and children.          
Consultations held at Wantage Osteopathic Practice, 1 
Church St. Wantage.  To discuss how dietary advice can help 
you and to arrange an appointment: Tel: 07947 053396       

Email:info@reevesdiets.co.uk                   www.reevesdiets.co.uk  

Personal Assistant/Carer 
 

DBS checked/insured 
Teaching/Management background. 
Five years as an Activity Organiser  

in residential homes 
For help or support please call 07968983673 

           

Ann Seth sends Christmas 
greetings to all her friends and 
neighbours in Letcombe Regis 

http://www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk
mailto:Hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@reevesdiets.co.uk
http://www.reevesdiets.co.uk
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Letcombes Conservation Group  

 
Thanks to Ian Taylor for turning out with a small group for 
the November Bird Observation Walk. Unfortunately rain at 
Sparsholt Firs and mist in the village precluded observation 
of birds sheltering from the elements. Perhaps the           
significance of some birds around our villages is not fully 
appreciated, for example rooks in Britain and Ireland form 
‘the most important area for the species within Europe’    
according to the British Trust for Ornithology. Yet the        
15-year trend from 1995 for the breeding population of 
rooks in England declined by 13%, and RSPB records 
show a continued decline since. Hence national            
conservation regulations related to trees with active       
rookeries protect them from deliberate damage or          
disturbance. Keen walkers will have noticed that most of 
the hedgerow berries have now either been consumed or 
fallen. So December is a good time to put good quality bird 
seed and high-energy fat balls plus water in your garden 
on a regular basis. In severe weather, seed put out in the 
morning and in the early afternoon is recommended, but 
adjust the quantity to demand to avoid uneaten foods     
accumulating around bird feeders. Once you establish a 
feeding routine, birds will time their visits to your garden 
accordingly (read more at https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-
and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/feeding-birds). 
 
Walkers will also have noticed that the track for the new 
water supply pipe across Warborough Farm fields and on 
towards the holding reservoir at Letcombe Bassett is      
almost complete. Cotswold Archaeology are in the process 
of undertaking the archaeological investigations required 
and have started the work with a detailed topographical 
survey. A series of linear features have already been     
identified which will be further investigated.  It would not be 
surprising if further evidence were to emerge from under 
the fields since previous archaeological excavations in our 
village landscape have uncovered important evidence of 
Iron Age and Romano-British (2

nd
 to 6

th
 centuries)         

occupation at Segsbury Camp and also significant pottery 
and features on the Richmond site parallel to South Street 
dating from Mid-late Bronze Age and Roman (2

nd
 to 4

th
 

centuries) alongside early Anglo-Saxon, Medieval (12
th
 to 

13th centuries) and post-medieval finds. As all experienced 
archaeologists appreciate, under the surface at any       
location in our village and surroundings significant         
evidence from the past may well be currently hidden from 
view. How exciting it would be to uncover further objects 
and structures that merit conservation and constitute part 
of the archaeological record. After all a Roman villa was 
discovered at Cornhill Farm, Challow whilst Letcombe    
Bassett’s Romano-British field system has Historic        
England ‘protected status’. As recently as 2017 Cotswold 
Archaeology were involved with the local community at 
Boxford where ‘the most exciting [Romano-British] mosaic 
discovery made in Britain in the last fifty years’ appeared 
from under a seemingly inconsequential field (read more 
at  http://cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/stunning-mosaic-
found-in-roman-villa-near-boxford/). 

Friends Of Letcombe Valley Community  
Nature Reserve 

 
A year after the pond was created, it is filling with rain    
water and vegetation is becoming established on the 
banks. Spring will bring the establishment of wildlife       
including dragonflies, water beetles, mayflies and other 
invertebrates. Dragonfly larvae spend several years under 
water before emerging as adults and can survive cold    
temperatures as long as the water is sufficiently             
oxygenated. Even shallow ponds rarely form more than 
surface ice in sub-zero temperatures but amphibians, like 
newts and frogs, survive out of water by staying moist and 
above freezing hibernating in small spaces amongst damp 
or decomposing wood with higher moisture levels in log 
piles than dry wood or in loose heaps of leaves. Grass 
snakes also hibernate, often in animal burrows, rotted tree 
stumps and root holes, large grass tussocks, ant-hills, as 
well as under large logs and fallen trees, usually choosing 
sites with a south-facing aspect.  
 
Volunteers are welcome to assist in the restoration and 
maintenance of this rare chalkland valley for wildlife and 
the community. The final Nature Reserve work party of this 
year will be on Saturday, 15 December, 1:30 to 4:30pm. 
BBOWT will provide tools for general maintenance tasks 
which in December are likely to include scrub clearance, 
scything and raking alongside some less strenuous tasks. 
Expert guidance is on hand and tasks are carried out at 
your own pace. Stay for as long or as short a period as you 
wish with refreshments provided mid-afternoon. Warm and 
waterproof clothing\footwear and working gloves are       
recommended. Opportunities for Duke of Edinburgh Award 
volunteering\skills sections; under 18s accompanied by an 
adult please. Meet by the lake noticeboard on the Reserve 
in time for the safety and guidance briefing at the start of 
the session.  For further details, or in case of uncertain 
weather conditions, please contact:  
letcombevalley@gmail.com or  01235 769194\763827.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Knitwits 
 
Is having a Christmas break, after a very busy and happy 
year. We will resume our  meetings in January. Every one 
is welcome to join this little group. 
 
Knitting is not a requirement. We have crocheters,          
embroiderers and a lacemaker. Our meetings are lively 
and productive, A cup of tea and a piece of cake are     
guaranteed to make the time fly! If you think your skills are 
a bit rusty, there is plenty of help at hand. 
 
Contact me, Ceci Allchin (768328) or 
c.allchin@btopenworld.com, if you would like more details. 
 
Happy Christmas! 

 

 
 

Ceci and David Allchin 
wish all their village friends 
a very Merry Christmas and 
may 2019 be a good one for 
everyone.  

 Best wishes for a happy Christmas  

and a peaceful New Year  

to all friends & neighbours  

from Pauline Kolins 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/feeding-birds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/feeding-birds
http://cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/stunning-mosaic-found-in-roman-villa-near-boxford/
http://cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/stunning-mosaic-found-in-roman-villa-near-boxford/
mailto:letcombevalley@gmail.com
mailto:c.allchin@btopenworld.com
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Daniel Kerr 
Electrician 
 

01235 769481 / 07817 457832 
 

Enquiries.1stcall@hotmail.co.uk 
Free Consultations 
 

87, Hamfield 
Wantage, Oxon 
OX12 9EG 

Part P 

Happy Christmas  
and 

All Good Wishes for the  
New Year  

from  

Clive and Alison Phillips 

 

    Denise Elliott thanks all her 

friends and neighbours in the    

village for their support and 

sends them Best Wishes for 

Christmas and  The New Year 

 

 

LEE’S Exterior 
Cleaning  

Solutions 
 

 
LADDERLESS GUTTER 

CLEANING 
 

PURE WATER WINDOW 
CLEANING 

 

 01865 823395 / 07967033383 
(Southmoor Based) 

 A friendly greeting to all of you 
A Happy Christmas and New 

Year too 
All who live in Basset, Regis and  

Richmond too. 
from Ruth Manning 
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Richmond Letcombe Regis 
 
 Sat 1

st
 Dec - Voices of the Vale Community Choir sing 

in the Restaurant: 4pm 
 

 Sun 2
nd

 Dec – Schubert Octet with cream tea in the      
Conservatory: 3pm 

 

 Fri 14
th
 Dec – Christmas Carols from children and    

residents around the piano: 4pm 
 

Finally, Are you a mahjong expert? 
 

Richmond Letcombe Regis are looking for someone that 
knows how to play the board game ‘Mahjong’. 
 

If you could spare an hour or two on a Monday afternoon 
and fancy joining us for some fun and games, we would 
love to hear from you to perhaps give a few of us a lesson. 
Plenty of tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided!! 
 

Please contact Antonia on 01235 774579 if you think you 
might be able to help. Thank you. 

 
 
Oxfordshire Housing 
 
Do you want 100,000 new houses and a new motorway in 
our Oxfordshire landscape ? 
 

Your District Councils think you do. 
 

Our local authorities want to build 100,000 new homes in 
Oxfordshire by 2031 - there are currently 268,000. This 
represents a massive 40% increase. 
 

The Sept 18 report by the Office of National Statistics 
shows we only need 23,000 new homes in the county by 
2031 to support anticipated organic population growth. 
 

A plan to substantially increase the population of            
Oxfordshire is being developed by a committee called The 
Oxfordshire Growth Board, which comprises all District 
Councils and the City Council, with the aim of                
delivering enhanced economic growth. This is a choice and 
is NOT necessary for the residents of Oxfordshire to       
continue to prosper within the boundaries of the existing 
landscape and organic population growth. We already 
have a successful local economy. 
 

The impact of this plan will be : 
 

O Replacement of our countryside with an urban 
sprawl of houses, business parks and new roads. 

O Increased traffic congestion, associated air pollution 
and noise. 

O Further pressure on already stretched public         
services including schools, hospitals, GP's & social 
care.  

O Loss of wildlife habitats. 
O Increased flood risks. 
O Potential for Infrastructure to fail - eg, water          

supplies, sewage systems, roads. 
O Constant building disruption for years. 

 

The impacts will be even greater if the government plan to 
transform the Oxford to Cambridge corridor goes ahead as 
it has the aspiration for a million new homes. 
 

If, like us, you don’t want this, please sign this petition  
https://www.change.org/p/oxfordshire-growth-board-rethink
-oxfordshire-s-economic-growth-plan 

...and write to your District and County Councillors asking 
them to withdraw their support from The Oxfordshire 
Growth Board. 
 

Please share the above information urgently with your    
network to garner as much support as possible. 
To learn more: 
 

− Visit the Oxfordshire Growth Board website  https://
www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/ 

 

− Read this article https://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2018/aug/22/project-britain-debate-
oxford-cambridge-expressway 

 

If you want to get involved please contact us at 
ROEGP@outlook.com 
 

Ian Ashley, Martin Kelly, Adrian Townsend,  
Residents of Garsington, Oxfordshire, October 2018 

 
Letter from Ed Vaizey, MP 
  
A number of new measures were announced in the budget 
last month. One I know will be very popular is £420m to fix 
potholes in England. A £28.8 billion National Roads Fund, 
paid for by road tax, is also being set up, the largest ever 
of its kind. Overall this Budget marked a turning point in 
public finances. Since 2009-2010 the deficit has fallen by 
four-fifths, from 9.9% to 1.9%. On average, spending on 
public services will grow 1.2% above inflation a year from 
next year until 2023-24. This is all brilliant news and I am 
very pleased that our efforts to combat the deficit over the 
last eight years are showing results. 
 

Once again UTC Oxfordshire in Didcot is proving itself a 
trailblazer for secondary schools in the UK. Last month 
they officially opened a state-of-the-art cryogenics         
laboratory, in what’s believed to be a first for a UK school. 
Ahead of the first set of projects in November, students will 
visit the world-facilities of the Science and Technology   
Facilities Council – based at Harwell Campus – to find out 
more about the benefits of and uses for cryogenics. 
 

Congratulations to all those involved in organising the   
excellent Wantage Literary Festival last month. From talks 
on history, politics and sport to comedy and gardening tips 
the festival was by all account a great success. I was very 
pleased to host Sir Oliver Letwin MP for a wide ranging 
evening covering British politics from Thatcher to May. 
Thank you to all who came and asked questions. 
 

It was a great pleasure to open the new headquarters of 
Oxford Immunotec this month. Based in Milton Park and 
set up here as a start up in 2004, the company is now 
worth $450m and is helping fight TB. I was also pleased to 
visit EMS Physio in Grove and see the progress on Grove 
Business Park. 
 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing 
issues that you would like help with. You can contact me 
on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 
dicksonce@parliament.uk or 01235 768 888. Email is the 
quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a 
very close eye on my emails and can reply very quickly. 
Details of my activities in Parliament can be read on my 
website, https://www.vaizey.com. I also send out            
occasional general interest emails about developments in 
the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. You can sign up 
here: http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP  

https://www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/
https://www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/22/project-britain-debate-oxford-cambridge-expressway
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/22/project-britain-debate-oxford-cambridge-expressway
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/22/project-britain-debate-oxford-cambridge-expressway
mailto:ROEGP@outlook.com
mailto:dicksonce@parliament.uk
https://www.vaizey.com
http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP
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Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and 
Village Hall Trust 
 
 

We had clear, dry weather for the annual village fireworks 
which again proved to be a spectacular display and was 
enjoyed by all those who came. The total raised was £464 
which was slightly up on last year. This is one of the only 
fundraising opportunities for the recreation ground and so 
thank you to all of you who donated and to all of you who 
helped to make the evening a success. 

Further work on the trees on the recreation ground is 
scheduled for 29

th
 November. 

We will update on progress with the playground in the    
January but are still waiting for the Vale grant scheme to 
open.  

We have met with the Vale Environment Warden to discuss 
dog fouling on the recreation ground. He will begin random 
patrols of the area shortly. Anyone whose dog is seen    
fouling can be liable for a fine. We ask people using the 
recreation ground to be vigilant and to report any dogs/
owners so that we can deter the few who let their dogs foul 
so we can keep the area safe and clean for all to use. We 
were also told that in the future, the law will be changing 
and dogs will be prohibited from all playing areas of       
recreation grounds. 

At the November Trust meeting, Johnny Jenkin was          
co-opted on to the Trust as a village Trustee. With his 
background in accounting we hope he will be a useful    
addition to our skillset.    

The Trust do not meet in December. The next meeting will 
be on January 22

nd
 at 7.30 pm in the Warborough Room. 

Villagers are welcome to attend. 

Finally, the Recreation Ground and Village Hall Trust wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Sue Hannon  
Chairman 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and Village Hall Trust

 

Book Buffs 
 
The next meeting will be held in the Greyhound at 8pm on 
Wednesday 5

th
 December when we shall be discussing 

'Move Along Please' by Mark Mason and  
'The Little Drummer Girl' by John le Carré.  

The library book for January, available at the meeting, is 
'Atonement' by Ian McEwan, the alternative being a        
personal choice of your favourite Christmas book. 

Any queries to Freddie on 767772. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Letcombes Gardening Club 
 
Topical Tips 
 
Christmas is almost here! I’m sure you don’t want me   
loading you up with jobs to do in the garden but just think 
about how a spell out in the ‘crisp outdoors’ would help 
clear those fuzzy, ‘alcohol induced’ heads! 

If you need something to keep you warm then have a go at 
pruning any open-grown apple and pear trees. You also 
need to prune vines, acers and birches before Christmas, if 
need be, to avoid bleeding. 

You can continue to cut back perennials but go slow here, 
as some of the seed heads look wonderful in the frost. Go 
for the brown soggy stuff first! 

If you have any big pots, which you think may crack in the 
frost, then wrap them in bubble wrap to protect them. 

Now I’ll give you something to do inside on those gloomy 
days. Browse the seed catalogues and compile your seed 
order for next year if you haven’t already done so. The 
wonderful pictures of flowers will cheer you up with the 
promise of things to come! 

It’s well worth visiting a winter garden for ideas of what 
looks good at this time of year. The Hillier gardens have a 
good one. Note down plant varieties of, for instance,     cor-
nus and salix, that have the most colourful stems so you 
can look out for them in garden centres and start    creating 
your own winter display. 

Remember that good garden hygiene can really help in 
disease control. A good example of this is rose black spot. 
Pick up and burn or dispose of all fallen leaves from roses 
(not on the compost heap). Check for coral spot on shrubs 
and hedges and trim it out. It is often caused by poor      
ventilation so consider pruning to improve this. 

A little tip about those Christmas cacti! If yours has failed to 
set bud then the temperature may be too high or it is      
receiving too much light from an artificial light source after 
dark. Try moving it somewhere more suitable. 

Well I don’t think that should tax any of us too much over 
the festive season. It just remains for the topical tips lady 
and her husband to wish you all a very Happy Christmas! 

 

           

  KEN AND FREDDIE TROTTER 
SEND 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 
 

TO ALL OUR FRIENDS IN 
LETCOMBE 

           

Debbie and Colin Webb wish  
everyone joy and peace  
throughout Christmas and the 
coming year 

 

Best wishes for a  

Merry Christmas  
and  Peaceful New Year to   
everyone in the Letcombes 

 Judy Vaughan-Williams 
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Letcombe Football Club 
 
November was another fairly successful month for the   
football club.   We began with a convincing 9-0 league    
victory away against bottom club Hanney, and then         
narrowly beat Dorchester 1-0 at home in the War Memorial 
cup.  Benson conceded their Nairn Paul cup match to us as 
they could not raise a side, and we then traveled to 
Pangbourne for a Berks & Bucks Junior cup tie.  We     
dominated the game on a very poor pitch, but were unable 
to score, and eventually lost the match on penalties after a 
0-0 draw. 
 
We only have two games in December as we have a free 
week on 1

st
, and there is always a break over the         

Christmas period. 

 
 
 

Tennis Club 
 
 

Thanks All  
Supporters of our recent Race Night. Including members who 
provided the food, our local Sponsors, particularly MotorLux and 
Richmond Villages, and especially the 75 of you who attended the 
evening and made it a great success. 

The funds raised will enable us to keep the annual joining 
fees unchanged at £10 for under 10s, £20 for under 18s 
and just £45 for adults. Membership gives unrestricted   
access to the 2 courts, outside of the keep fit and coaching 
classes on Friday mornings and Saturdays between 9am 
and 2 pm. 
 

It will also enable us to maintain the courts to a high    
standard, ensuring they can be used in all weathers.  

  
Looking forward to 2019 
We will continue strategies in pursuit of our mission: 
Through the provision of Tennis for everyone, encourage 
greater enjoyable exercise and community spirit”. 
 

To do this we need local people to help on the committee 
and more members to join in our club sessions and regular 
WhatsApp groups. 
 

Fingers crossed for next year. 
 

Whishing all our readers and members a healthy and     
fulfilling 2019. 

Compiled by Francesca Engelmann, 2, The Old Stables, Warborough Road, OX12 9LD  Tel: 01235 769310 

 

Email: Register@oldstableyard.co.uk 
 

The views expressed in the Register do not necessarily reflect the views  of Letcombe Regis Parish Council. 
  

Deadline for inclusion is always the 27th of each month. 

 

The Register is also available to view, along with much more information, on the Village Website:  
www.letcomberegispc.org 

Sat  8
th 

Marcham away league 2.00 

Sat 15
th

Faringdon res home league 2.00 

 We would like to wish a  
very Merry Christmas  

to all our Readers, Contributors,  
Advertisers and our  

Wonderful Volunteer Deliverers 


