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April 
Village Diary 

May 
Wed 2 7.30 pm Annual Parish Meeting followed by Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

Sun 1 10.00 am Easter Day Holy Communion  - Revd. Antonia Cretney St. Andrew’s 

Tue 3 7.00 am Recycling and Food waste collection (& Garden waste) Letcombe Regis 

Wed 4 6.00 pm Tennis open roll-up session Tennis Courts 

Wed 4 8.00 pm Book Buffs Greyhound Inn 

Thu 5 2.30 pm Knitwits  The Old Manor 

Sun 8 10.00 am Holy Communion St. Andrew’s 

Sun 8 6.00 - 8.30 pm Greyhound - Pizza Night & Live Music Greyhound Inn 

Mon 9 7.30 pm WI - Ashdown House with guide Nicola Cormack  Village Hall 

Mon 9 7.30 - 9.00 pm Voices in the Vale - Community Choir  with Lisa Doscher Sports Pavilion 

Wed 11 6.00 pm Tennis open roll-up session Tennis Courts 

Wed 11 7.30 pm Film Club - ‘’A United Kingdom’ Village Hall 

Sat 14 1.30 - 4.30 pm Nature Reserve Work Party Nature Reserve 

Sat 14 2.00 - 4.30 pm Gardening Club  - Plant Market  Village Hall 

Sun 15 10.00 am Matins - lay led   St. Andrew’s 

Sun 15 8.00 pm Greyhound Pub Quiz - in aid of Riding for the Disabled Greyhound Inn 

Mon 16 7.30 - 9.00 pm Voices in the Vale - Community Choir  with Lisa Doscher Village Hall 

Tue 17 09.30 - 10.45 am Hatha Yoga with Beth Village Hall 

Tue 17 7.30 pm Letcombe Singers Village Hall 

Wed 18 6.00 pm Tennis open roll-up session Tennis Courts 

Thu 19 09.30 - 10.30 am Pilates with Rachel Lock Village Hall 

Thu 19 2.30 pm Knitwits   9, Brook View 

Fri 20 7.30 pm Bingo!  -  jackpot £100  -  all welcome Village Hall 

Sun 22 10.00 am Holy Communion St. Andrew’s 

Sun 22 4.00 - 7.00 pm Greyhound Folk Music Greyhound Inn 

Mon 23 7.30 - 9.00 pm Voices in the Vale - Community Choir  with Lisa Doscher Village Hall 

Tue 24 09.30 - 10.45 am Hatha Yoga with Beth Village Hall 

Tue 24 7.30 pm RG&VH Trust Meeting (Warborough Room) Village Hall 

Tue 24 7.30 pm Letcombe Singers Village Hall 

Wed 25 6.00 pm Tennis open roll-up session Tennis Courts 

Thu 26 09.30 - 10.30 am Pilates with Rachel Lock Village Hall 

Sun 29 10.00 am Benefice Communion at St. Michael & All Angels Letcombe Bassett 

Mon 30 7.00 - 9.00 pm Voices in the Vale - Community Choir Spring Concert Village Hall 

Wednesdays 4,11,18,25 6.00 pm Tennis open roll-up sessions Tennis Courts 
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Letcombe Regis Parish Council 
 
At its recent meeting on Monday 19th March, the Parish 
Council considered applications for its Community Grant 
Fund and were pleased to approve a startup grant for the 
Village Photographic Club. This group encourages interest 
from all age groups and for more details please contact 
Paul Batchelor, Old Manor Stables, 01235 763935  or 
email paulb@public-health.ucl.ac.uk 
 
The Community Grant is a small annual fund of £1,000 set 
aside to support Community initiatives and any parish     
resident can apply. Please contact the Parish Clerk in the 
first instance who will be pleased to advise. 

In support of the Village Hall and Recreation Ground Trust 
proposals for improvements to the Children’s Play Area the 
Parish Council was pleased to confirm its agreement to 
ring fence a sum of £9,000 to contribute to the cost of this 
project.  

In its work around the potential expansion of the Parish 
Council Burial Ground, the working group, led by Cllr.  
Maurice, have discovered that the PCC Graveyard on the 
corner of Bassett Road, which was thought to be full and 
ready to be closed, does in fact have further capacity. The 
suitability of the ground has been tested and no issues 
have been identified. Measures to improve this and the 
Parish Council Burial Ground are currently being            
considered and worked up and these will be brought to the 
village in the next few months.  

There has been a recent consultation from RAF Brize    
Norton for Airspace Change Proposals, and the Parish 
Council is very grateful for analysis of the proposals by 
Ken Trotter who has concluded that there appears to be 
little or no impact on the Village. 

A number of useful information items have appeared this 
month and these are summarised below. Many of you will 
have noticed that the fly tipping of rubbish on roadsides 
locally is increasing. The Parish Council endeavours to 
report this promptly, but you can also notify the authorities 
direct by calling 03000610610, and they will investigate 
and arrange for removal. If you suspect someone may be 
involved please call the Environmental Protection Team on 
01235 442403. 

The Parish Council has been revising its Community   
Emergency Plan as advised by Oxfordshire Community 
Emergency Planning Team and this will appear on the   
village website when finalised. One of the suggestions 
made by our advisors is for all villagers to consider having 
an emergency “grab bag” . This would contain a few      
necessities in a small easy to carry bag which could be 
taken quickly in any emergency or a check list for things to 
take in such a situation. Emergency items would include: 

• Essential medication 
• Hearing aids 
• Spectacles/contact lens 
• Useful phone numbers 
• Mobile phone and charger 
• House and car keys 
• Money and credit cards 
• First Aid kit 
• Basic toiletries 
• Copies of insurance documents 

Other items could include food, nappies and clothes for 
babies and children, toilet paper, food and water including 
for pets, warm clothing and shoes, sleeping bags and    
blankets, torch and batteries and radio and batteries.  
 
Villagers might like to consider these suggestions. 
 
The Parish Council will shortly be delivering a copy of a 
leaflet from Oxfordshire County Council called Riparian 
Ownership to all houses in the village with the Letcombe 
Brook or its smaller tributary, Manor Brook, running 
through or at the end of their gardens. Riparian means that 
related to or situated on the banks of a river or stream. 
This is a guide to living beside a watercourse in              
Oxfordshire and sets out the rights and responsibilities of 
Riparian owners in a brief and helpful way. 
 
The recently held defibrillator training morning held in the 
Village Hall was very informative and 17 villagers were in 
attendance. The impact of fast action on those suffering 
heart issues is significant, so for those of you unable to 
attend, the information sheet which was provided on the 
day is attached to this Register for information. The Parish 
Council is planning to arrange refresher training              
annually, so please keep an eye on the Register for up and 
coming dates. 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be taking place on 
Wednesday 2nd May, 7.30pm in the Village Hall, followed 
immediately afterwards by the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting. All are Welcome.  The Annual Parish Meeting 
Agenda will be published in the May Register and can also 
be seen on the website and in Richmond shop. 
 
Finally we had some sad news this Month. Our former 
Chairman of the Parish Council, Mr John Griffiths, who had 
lived in the village for many years, has recently passed 
away. John showed his commitment to the village in many 
ways. Perhaps most significantly he was instrumental in 
securing the building of the New Village Hall, which we can 
all now enjoy. His love and respect for the countryside was 
also key in leading the village to defeat a number of large 
planning applications, and his commitment to supporting 
the Letcombe Brook Project, now the Trust, means that we 
can all continue to enjoy the wonderful rare environment of 
the Brook, its tributaries and the magnificent natural       
environment in which the village sits.  

Jeanne Lapsley 
Chairman of Letcombe Regis Parish Council 

 
Wantage Army Cadet Force  
 
7.30-9.30pm, Wednesdays, Cadet Forces Centre, Icknield 
Lane, Wantage.  
 
Open to children and young adults from 12 to 18 years old. 
Also looking for additional adult volunteers.  
 
Drop in to try out the Army Cadets. 
 
Easter Bank Holiday Waste Collection 
 
Please note that the normal Monday Collection of the 
Green Recycling, Food and Brown Garden (if subscribed)  
waste bins will be on Tuesday 3rd April. 

mailto:paulb@public-health.ucl.ac.uk
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St Andrew’s Church 
 
Happy Easter!  The solemnity of Lent and the dramatic 
events of Holy Week have now given way to the Easter 
acclamation of “Christ in risen. He is risen indeed.”  

Last month’s St Andrew’s notes explained why Easter is a 
movable feast and how the date is set: the first Sunday 
after the first full moon following the Spring equinox. A    
non-movable date is the Register deadline of the 27th of the 
month. This year that deadline fell on the Tuesday of Holy 
Week which meant that it was impossible to write about the 
various services, concerts and meditations celebrating   
Holy Week, the week between Palm Sunday and Easter 
Day. One event, however, that can be reported on is the 
soup lunch in aid of Mission Aviation Fellowship. It was 
rather dreary and decidedly un-spring-like weather – a 
good day for soup!  Huge respect to Denise Elliott for     
organising such a varied selection. The lunch itself raised 
£287.85 to which was added Palm Sunday’s collection of 
£265. A generous legacy enables us to add 10% to any 
sum raised, so a cheque for £608.14 will be winging its 
way to MAF, with Gift Aid to be added later.  

Their motto, Flying for Life, captures the heroism of their 
mission, using light aircraft to bring humanitarian aid to the 
world’s most isolated communities.  If you weren’t able to 
attend the lunch but would like to learn more about MAF, 
do have a look at their website: www.maf-uk.org   

Fundraising for a variety of charities, as well as raising the 
necessary funds to maintain the fabric of our historic 
church, has always been important in the life of St.         
Andrew’s.  

The next major fund-raising event is Gardens Open on July 
1st.  Originally conceived as a church project and held    
under its auspices, it is now very much an event for the 
whole village to get involved with. Neil McLaurin, ably     
assisted by Paul Batchelor, is coordinating this year and, 
although Neil is currently in Australia, he would welcome 
offers of help once he’s back.   

Neil McLaurin: azurite@tiscali.co.uk   
Paul Batchelor: p.batchelor@acl.ac.uk   
 
Gardens feature a great deal in the Easter story: after the 
Last Supper, Jesus went to pray in a peaceful garden,   
nestled in an olive grove. Called Gethsemane, the garden 
gets its name from the Hebrew Gat Shemen meaning 
“olive press.” And in his gospel, St John relates that when 
Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene after his resurrection, 
she initially thought that he was the gardener. Gardens 
have often been perceived as having a spiritual quality; 
Alfred Austin said, “To nurture a garden is to feed not just 
the body but the soul.” 

From gardening, back to MAF and flying. April 1st, as well 
as being Easter Day, is the 100th anniversary of the    
founding of the Royal Air Force (before that date it was the 
Royal Flying Corps.) The motto of the RAF, Per Ardua ad 
Astra,  can be translated as “through adversity to the stars”  
which is a good motto for pilots, for gardeners, for life.  

Have a very happy and blessed Eastertide.  

 

Letcombes WI 
 
The meeting of the Letcombes WI group will be held 
on  the 9th April  at 7 30 in the Village Hall. 

The speaker will be Nicola Cormack and she will be talking 
about Ashdown House where she is a volunteer guide.  

Visitors will be very welcome. 
 
Pilates with Rachel Lock 
 
Classes Resume on the 19th April. There are a few spaces 
left so please call 07801 824293 if you would like to join. 
 
Countryside Champion needed for Vale 
District 
 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England is looking for a 
new Chairperson to help co-ordinate its activities in the 
Vale of White Horse, including Abingdon, Wantage,   
Faringdon and all the surrounding areas. 
 
CPRE works to protect and promote the countryside. We 
have a very friendly and experienced Vale District         
committee, but would love to find someone to come on 
board as Chair.  It’s a great way of getting to know your 
local area and helping to influence local decision-making 
on issues as varied as planning policy, affordable housing, 
litter, minerals and water. With so much development 
scheduled to come through in the area in the next 20 
years, it is vital that someone is in place to speak up for the 
countryside and make sure that we can keep thriving     
village communities. 
 
The role is voluntary and needs a commitment of just a few 
hours a week. No particular knowledge or qualifications are 
required, but it would suit someone with leadership or    
organisational experience and good people skills.  
 
Full details are available on the CPRE Oxfordshire website 
– www.cpreoxon.org.uk 
Or by calling the CPRE Branch Office on T: 01491 612079 
 
To find out more about CPRE Oxfordshire see our website 
(www.cpreoxon.org.uk) or follow us on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/CPREOxfordshire) or Twitter 
(@CPREOxfordshire) and sign up to our monthly e-news 
bulletin (E: administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk / T: 01491 
612079). 
 

Watermill Touring Company present  
Burke and Hare 

at East Challow Village Hall  
on Tuesday 15th May at 7.30pm 

 

Tickets £12. Contact Jenny 01235 763173 
or penfoldjm@gmail.com 

http://www.maf-uk.org
mailto:azurite@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:p.batchelor@acl.ac.uk
http://cpreoxon.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d6d0b767c17e4bbd8aa37af6&id=b8125afed0&e=d98e16932e
http://cpreoxon.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8d6d0b767c17e4bbd8aa37af6&id=07fbe058fa&e=d98e16932e
http://www.facebook.com/CPREOxfordshire
mailto:administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk
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Letcombes Conservation Group  
 
Spring really should arrive by April with new growth       
appearing on plants and buds unfurling into fresh green 
leaves. The hedgerows fill with blackthorn (sloe) blossom 
before the trees have leaves, closely followed by the 
creamy white flowers of hawthorn bushes which open after 
their leaves. The hawthorn blossom in hedgerows was 
once known as ‘May’, but in many places hawthorn flowers 
now appear in April, possibly due to climate change.     
Flowers attract insect-life, including bees and butterflies, 
birdsong reaches a peak as migrant birds arrive such as 
early chiffchaffs and wheatears followed by swallows, 
swifts, house martins, cuckoos, nightingales and many 
warblers, while animals that hibernated over winter appear 
on the first warm days. So keep an eye out for newly 
emerged queen bees, hedgehogs, frogs, toads and grass 
snakes. Frogs and toads spawn in ponds and ditches; 
toads in particular often travel long distances at night when 
it's cooler and damper to find suitable ponds in which to 
breed. 

One of the spectacular sights in late April and into early 
May are the carpets of bluebells that transform our      
woodlands into sweet-smelling places of magic and      
wonder. The UK is an international stronghold for blue-
bells, with more than a quarter of the world's population of 
the flower. Unfortunately, our native bluebell is under threat 
and losing ground to a competitor, the Spanish bluebell, 
introduced by the Victorians as a garden plant. The     
Spanish bluebell has made it 'over the garden wall' and out 
into the wild where it crossbreeds with our native plants 
and produces fertile hybrids with a mix of characteristics. 
The native Hyacinthoides non-scripta has a distinctive 
'droop' like the top of a shepherd's crook, narrow            
bell-shaped flowers with rolled back tips, creamy white   
pollen and a sweet, cool perfume. In contrast,                 
Hyacinthoides hispanica has upright stems, conical         
bell-shaped flowers with open tips, blue pollen, no scent 
and thicker leaves. Although also pretty, the Spanish      
variety are aggressive and can spread into nearby       
woodland where they breed with our native bluebell. You 
can help to maintain a strong native population by avoiding 
planting Spanish bluebells in your garden. 

 

 

Friends Of Letcombe Valley Community  
Nature Reserve 
 
The next work party will take place on Saturday, 14th April 
from 1:30 to 4:30pm. All volunteers are very welcome. The 
main tasks will include scrub clearance, vegetation       
management on the chalk banks and some brook bank 
work. Please bring waders, spades and scythes if you 
have them, though BBOWT will provide most tools. Some 
lighter tasks will also be available. Expert guidance is on 
hand and tasks are carried out at your own pace. Old,     
nettle\water proof clothing and working gloves are          
recommended. Opportunities for Duke of Edinburgh Award 
volunteering\skills sections; under 18s accompanied by an 
adult please. Meet near the notice board by the lake on the 
reserve in Letcombe Regis for the tasks and safety briefing 
at 1:30pm.  For further details, or in case of uncertain 
weather conditions, contact 769194 or 763827. 
 

A date to book in your summer diaries: the annual Wildlife 
Discovery Afternoon at the Reserve will be on Saturday 
14th July 2018 (2:00 - 4:30pm).  One of the activities will be 
pond dipping in the newly-created pond which now has its 
liner, protected underneath by felt and inside by a layer of 
soil.  The pond will fill with rainwater and be colonised    
naturally by wildlife. Help with the Discovery Afternoon 
would be welcome; please contact Sheila Bailey at 
sheilamargaret777@gmail.com if you are able to assist in 
any way or for further information.   
 
 
Letcombes Gardening Club 
 
Saturday 14th April. 2.00 - 4.30 
 

The Letcombes Gardening Club Plant Market is the new 
name and format for the annual sale of pants. 
Come to find some different plants to fill those gaps in your 
garden. 
 

Tea and cakes will be available. 
 

Letcombe Regis Village Hall 
 
Topical Tips 
 
Spring is here! I do hope it’s not snowing as you read this 
as we’ve certainly had our fair share this year so far! April 
is another very busy month for sowing in the garden and 
the greenhouse. More of this later. 

You can continue to lift and divide perennials this month. 
Remember that shoots showing from the crown can be 
turned into new plants by taking cuttings; if you get a bit of 
root, even better.  

You can cut back slightly tender plants, like lavender and 
teucrium, this month but don’t go into the old wood. 

Give your herbaceous borders a feed with a general       
purpose fertilizer to ensure they become ‘big and blowsy’ 
later in the season but make sure you’ve got on top of the 
weeding first so you don’t give the weeds a good meal as 
well! 

It goes without saying that battle should already have     
commenced against the slugs and snails! 

Now if, like me, you let forget-me-nots gently (?) seed in 
your garden to give some nice spring colour, make sure 
they’re not getting out of hand and smothering other plants. 

So let’s get back to those seeds. There are almost too 
many veg to name that you can sow in April, but suffice to 
say that you can start sowing outside now. The list in-
cludes beetroot, carrots, swiss chard, perpetual spinach…. 
Just check the seed packets and make sure you don’t 
‘miss the boat’ on this one. You can also continue sowing 
less hardy veg in the greenhouse like courgettes, squash, 
and peppers and don’t forget the humble celeriac. Make 
sure you prick out seedlings before they get too crowded. 

On the subject of fruit, it helps to protect plum and pear 
blossom from frost if you can but make sure you don’t stop 
the pollinating insects from getting in. 

I have to say I could carry on and on with the jobs to be 
done but I don’t want to put you off so just get out there in 
the sunshine and enjoy! 

mailto:sheilamargaret777@gmail.com
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 BURWELL ELECTRICAL 
www.burwell-electrical.co.uk 
01235 760567               07860 590814 

burwellenquiries@gmail.com 

2 Holborn Hill, Letcombe Bassett 
Wantage OX12 9LU 

Jim Izzard       
Electrician 

10%  discount for OAPs and ex-service personnel 
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Notice of Letcombe Regis Recreation 
Ground and Village Hall Trust Annual 
General Meeting 2018 
 
The AGM of the Recreation Ground and Village Hall     
Management Committee will be held on Tuesday 22nd    

May 2018 at 8pm in the Letcombe Regis Village Hall. 
 
Draft Agenda 
 

• Welcome & Apologies 
• Minutes of previous meeting on Thursday 17th May 

2017 
• Matters arising 
• Chairman's report 
• Treasurer's report 
• Club Reports 
• Election of villagers to Management Committee 
• Any Other Business. 

 
Notice of any substantive matter which any villager would 
like to be raised at the meeting must be sent in writing to 
the Chairman (Sue Hannon, Mill Bank, Mill Paddock,  
Letcombe Regis) by 8th May 2018. The finalized agenda 
will be posted on village notice boards in Letcombe Regis 
by 15th May 2018.  
 
Item 6. Election of Villagers to Management Committee 
Nominations for three of the five elected members on the        
committee are requested, in writing, addressed to the   
Secretary, The Old Manor, Letcombe Regis. The  deadline 
for nominations is 30th April, 2018.  
 
Nomination forms may be obtained electronically from 
mail@theoldmanor.org and in hard copy from the Village 
Shop. Nominees must be eligible voters and   nomination 
forms must:  

(1)  Be signed by the nominee to say they are willing to 
become a Trustee.  
(2)  Be signed by two other eligible voters, with their      
addresses.  
(3)  Contain a brief statement as to what the nominee 
has to offer the Committee.  

Any villager who is 18yrs or older and living in the parish of 
Letcombe Regis is eligible to vote. Voting will take place in 
person at the AGM.  

 
Sue Hannon  
Chairman 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and Village Hall 
Trust 

 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and 
Village Hall Trust 
 
As part of the on-going snagging works by Pinelog, the 
floor in the foyer of the village hall is scheduled to be     
replaced in the week after Easter when there are no hall 
bookings. At the same time, the electrical floor boxes in the 
main hall will be lowered so that they close when        
something is plugged in and other snagging will also be 
addressed during this week.  
Some horse chestnut branches in the Bassett Road are 
growing through the BT and electrical cables and work to 
cut these back is scheduled soon. This may involve some 
disruption as a cherry-picker is required to gain access. 

The hedge at the back of the football pitch has become 
dangerous with branches growing through the power     
cables and so is being cut back by SSE on 12th April. This 
will involve disruption to power so the work can be carried 
out safely. 
 
The Recreation Ground and Village Hall Trust annual 
meeting will take place on Tuesday 22nd May and we will 
report on what has happened throughout the last 12 
months. You will find a notice elsewhere in the Register 
asking for volunteers to come forward to become village 
Trustees. If you have an interest in your community, then 
please consider becoming a Trustee. There are 9 Trustees 
in all with 5 elected from the village and this year,         
nominations for 3 Trustees places are available. The Trust 
meet once a month and make decisions to keep the hall 
and recreation ground running according to the wishes of 
the village. 4 of the village Trustee places are up for         
re-election  
 
Trust meetings take place at 7.30 pm on the fourth       
Tuesday of the month in the Warborough Room.  The next 
meeting is 24th April.  All villagers are welcome. 
 
Sue Hannon  
Chairman 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and Village Hall 
Trust 

 
Letcombe Regis 200 Club   
Accounts  - Year 19 
1 April 2017 - 31 March 2018 
 

Ian Taylor 
Treasurer 200 Club 
March 2018 
 
 

The April and May draw results will both appear in the May 
issue of the Letcombe Register. 
 
There is still time to have a number for this year.  
Each number costs £24. Please make cheques payable to:    
Letcombe Regis 200 Club and send them to Ian Taylor, 
Tara, Warborough Road, Letcombe Regis. 

INCOME  
Numbers sold - 219 @ £24 5,256.00 
Donations 12.00 
Nationwide Building Society interest 3.21 
Brought forward from March 2017 828.92 
 £6,100.13 
  
EXPENDITURE  
Prize money - April 2017 - March 2018 2,575.00 
Letter in Letcombe Register 15.00 
Transfer to Recreation Ground and Village 
Hall Management Committee 

 

3000.00 

Balance on 31st March 2018 510.13 
 £6,100.13 



The Letcombe Register                                                                                                        April 2018 

© 2018 Francesca Engelmann for Letcombe Regis Parish Council                                                  7 

Mel Taylor Photography 

Qualified and Multi Award Winning Photographer 
Specialist in Canine and Equine Photography  

and Newborn and Child Photography 
See website for full details   

www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk  
01235 763359 or 07818427876 

Hazel Lee      Painter & Decorator 
  
 
 

Interior & Exterior.                   Fully Insured 
Local & Reliable Female Decorator 

No job too small         Mob: 07866 509683 
hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 

The Barn Tea Rooms, Court Hill Centre 
Homemade cakes, light lunches. 

Just off A338 on the Ridgeway - and it’s all  
downhill on the way back! 

Open 7 days a week 10.30 to 4.00  
Tel: 01235 760253 

Registered Dietitian 
Liane Reeves, BSc (Hons) Nutrition, MSc Allergy 

HCPC registered, MBDA 
Expert personalised dietary advice for adults and children.          
Consultations held at Wantage Osteopathic Practice, 1 
Church St. Wantage.  To discuss how dietary advice can help 
you and to arrange an appointment: Tel: 07947 053396       
Email:info@reevesdiets.co.uk                   www.reevesdiets.co.uk  
 

Personal Assistant/Carer 
 

DBS checked/insured 
Teaching/Management background. 
Five years as an Activity Organiser  

in residential homes 
For help or support please call 07968983673 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Film Club  
 
Wednesday 11th April: ‘A United Kingdom’ 
 

Our April film is a powerful historical drama which tells the 
true interracial love story of an African Prince who falls for 
an office worker from Blackheath. Based on the book 
“Colour Bar” by Susan Williams, A United Kingdom stars 
David Oyelowo as Prince Seretse Khama, future King of 
Bechuanaland (later Botswana) and Rosamund Pike as 
Ruth Williams, a Lloyd’s of London clerk. Both give         
critically acclaimed performances in this moving portrayal 
of an unlikely romance that develops in postwar Britain 
(1947).  
 

The film also stars Nicholas Lyndhurst playing Ruth’s     
father and Jack Davenport as Sir Alistair Canning, a       
fictional Government official. It’s a beautifully shot film with 
the scenes in Africa showing off the beautiful countryside 
to dramatic effect. 
 

Challenged not only by their families but by both the British 
and South African Governments, A United Kingdom isn’t 
just a story of love against the odds, but of cultural        
apartheid and political gamesmanship.  
 

The Director of the film, Amma Asante has said,  “I want to 
make movies that leave some kind of mark on you.” With A 
United Kingdom she has certainly done just that. 
 

Come along on the 11th April for another great film.       
Refreshments available from 7.30pm, film starts at 8pm. 
 
Future film diary: 
Weds 9th May - Their Finest 
Weds 13th June - Denial. 

 

http://www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk
mailto:Hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@reevesdiets.co.uk
http://www.reevesdiets.co.uk
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Book Buffs 
 
The next meeting will be held in the Greyhound at 8pm on 
Wednesday 4th April when we shall be discussing:  
'Wake' by Anna Hope and  
'A Legacy of Spies' by John le Carré.  
 
The library book for May, available at the meeting, is 
'Exposure' by Helen Dunmore, the alternative being:  
'The Hours before Dawn' by Celia Fremlin. 
 
Any queries to Freddie on 767772 
 
 
 
Letter from Ed Vaizey, MP  
 
South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse have      
announced a partnership to promote our area’s scientific 
prowess. Part of the partnership includes bids for new    
infrastructure, which could see a new Science Bridge to 
help traffic around Didcot, a Didcot to Culham link road and 
improved cycle networks around the town. We should find 
out if the funds are allocated in the next few months. A pilot 
study on green spaces around Didcot as part of the 
“garden town” plans has also been started. The results of 
the study will define green buffer zones for the garden town 
development plans and help protect open spaces and   
pedestrian routes around the whole garden town             
area. More information, and an excellent video, can be 
found at www.sciencevale.com. 
 
This month I was pleased to host the Cycling Minister,    
Jesse Norman MP, in Milton Park to view new cycling    
infrastructure improvements, including the new Backhill 
Tunnel. The Government has committed £100,000 of   
funding to cycling safety projects, including reducing the 
cost of e-bike batteries through recycling used laptop     
batteries. I also visited JISC in Harwell, which provides 
broadband for all our universities and colleges, and saw 
the excellent new Renaissance Retirement Homes in 
Wantage. 
  
The Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning group have 
opened a consultation of local health services (yet another 
one!). You can register to take part on the ‘Get Involved’ 
section of the NHS Oxfordshire website. Our local health 
services have been under serious pressure, particularly 
with the closure of Wantage Community Hospital. I        
encourage everyone to share their views. 
  
In February I received 456 items of correspondence 
(emails and letters) from constituents. Subjects raised with 
me included the NHS, Brexit and free trade. 
  
Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing 
issues that you would like help with. You can contact me 
on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A 
0AA, dicksonce@parliament.uk or 01235 768 888. Email is 
the quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I 
keep a very close eye on my emails and can reply very 
quickly.   Details of my activities in Parliament can be read 
on my website, https://www.vaizey.com. I also send out 
occasional general interest emails about developments in 
the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. You can sign up 
here: http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP. 
 

The Greyhound Inn 
 
The Greyhound Inn is delighted to announce that for the 
second year running we have been awarded "Country Pub 
of the Year" by the White Horse CAMRA branch. This     
recognises our continued commitment to delivering high 
quality and interesting beers, lagers and ciders to our     
customers which we rotate on a frequent basis. Many 
thanks to Jinks, our in-house real ale guru/taster for his 
dedication to ensuring we source wonderful beers from all 
over the country as well as our local brewers. Thanks also 
to all our front of house team who keep clued up on what is 
new, offering tastings to guests and keeping the beer in 
perfect condition. Finally, thank you to all our lovely       
customers who keep coming to drink at the pub! 

 
Tennis Club 
 
Tennis Season is HERE 
 

Daffodils are out; Wimbledon tickets have been offered to 
18 of our members and the days are long and warmer, so 
you should be feeling the force. 
 
And we have made it easier to join up online via our new 
integrated website: 
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/letcombetennisclub 
 
(NB Adult membership is just £45 or £90 for a family, for 12 
months of unlimited tennis) so no excuses, come on get 
some exercise in the fresh air and make new friends. May 
the force be with you. 
 
Cardio keep fit 
 

Cardio tennis is not tennis, it is a fitness class to music 
holding a racket and sometimes hitting a ball, “anywhere”. 
Most of our new to tennis village members started by     
joining a cardio session, it mainly is exercise in the fresh air 
but also gets you used to hitting a yellow bouncy ball.  
 
The great thing with these classes is that they are           
designed to be as easy or tough as you want, so rusty    
beginners and primed athletes feel well catered for. 
There is a Friday morning class from 10 am and a          
Saturday 1 hour session from 9am. Classes run in 4 week 
blocks and the next block starts on April the 6th, please 
ring CTA our resident coaching team on 0800 888 6030 to 
join all sessions or join on line via our web site (>coaching 
> Letcombe Tennis school>Adult coaching). 
 
Wednesday Evening Roll-Up sessions have 
started  
 

Please come along, juniors & beginners very welcome, to 
meet us at our Open Roll Up weekly sessions from 6:00 
pm on Wednesday evenings starting from the 1st of April. 
Do what you feel like, just knock the ball around or get the 
heart beating a little with a game. Non members welcome 
to come along and try us out. 
 
We are starting a Whatsapp group so we know who will be 
there, please text WERUP4IT to 07772518938 to join.  
 
Don’t forget also our all year round OPEN ROLL-UP      
sessions at 10 am on Sundays. 

http://www.sciencevale.com/
mailto:dicksonce@parliament.uk
https://www.vaizey.com/
http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP
http://www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/letcombetennisclub
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MINDFULNESS COURSE 
 

Starting this April, 2018 
Childrey Village Hall 

 
This is an evidence based 8 week Mindfulness Based 
Cognitive Therapy (MBCT) course, which offers many 

benefits: enhancing mental and physical well-being and 
alleviating anxiety, depression, stress and chronic pain.   

 
TASTER SESSION 

 Sunday 8th April, 4 to 5.30pm 
 

COST: £5 
 
 

8 WEEK COURSE  
Sundays, 4 to 6pm, from 29th April to 17th June  

 Saturday 2nd June, 10am to 4pm 
 

COST: £250  
(Reductions available for anyone struggling financially) 

 
Teachers: Conroy Harris is an experienced accredited 
Mindfulness Teacher who teaches at the OMC (Oxford 

Mindfulness Centre)  
http://oxfordmindfulness.org/people/conroy-harris 

Susie Stead trained at the OMC and co-teaches courses 
in Headington. 

 
To sign up or for further information, please contact  

Jan Osborne on: 
 01235 751270/ 07899830760 or Susie Stead at: 

soozstead@gmail.com 07962531704 

http://oxfordmindfulness.org/people/conroy-harris/
mailto:soozstead@gmail.com/
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Letcombe Football Club 
 
The weather was the only real winner during March as we 
played only one match, beating bottom club Tytherington 
Rocks 5-0 at home. We have 3 consecutive away games 
over the Easter period, and then finish our league           
programme with two home games. We are also playing 
Wroughton in the semi final of the Faringdon Memorial Cup 
at Faringdon on Wednesday 18th April. A special mention 
of our young reserve team who reached the semi final of 
the North Berks War Memorial Cup before losing 2-1 to 
Ardington, who are top of the league above us. 
 
 
Home games in April are : 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Tennis Club News on Page 8 
 
 

7th Letcombe  v Cheltenham Saracens league 3.00 

14th Letcombe  v Clanfield league 3.00 

21st Letcombe res v Lambourn league 2.30 

28th Letcombe res v Drayton league 2.30 

 

LEE’S Exterior 
Cleaning  

Solutions 
 

 
LADDERLESS GUTTER 

CLEANING 
 

PURE WATER WINDOW 
CLEANING 

 
 01865 823395 / 07967033383 

(Southmoor Based) 



Public Access Defibrillator (PAD) 
awareness & usage notes. 
 
It is important to remember that your safety is the top priority at any incident you are involved 
in. If you follow these steps, they will guide you through what you need to do. 
 
1 
D 
 
 
2 
R 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
4 
A 
 
 
 
 
5 
B 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check for any danger to you and to the casualty. Is it safe 
for you to approach the incident? If not, stay back, call 
999 and keep yourself and others safe. 

 
If you think it is safe, check to see if they respond to 
you. Tell them to open their eyes, squeeze a finger nail 
& tap their shoulders. 

With the casualty flat on their back, look in the mouth 
of the casualty for anything that should not be there, 
i.e. sweets, food, loose false teeth, vomit etc. Remove 
anything that shouldn’t be there. Tilt the head back as 
this will move the tongue away from the back of the 
throat and clear their airway. 

Next is to see if they are breathing normally. Place 
your ears next to the casualty’s mouth and look 
down their chest. Listen for 10 seconds. You need to 
hear at least 2 good breaths. If you do not, the 
casualty is assumed to be in cardiac arrest. Start 
CPR and send someone to get the AED (automatic 
external defibrillator).  

Shout for help or call 999 – get help coming to you. 

One person needs to start chest compressions at once 
while another person gets the AED access code from 
the 999 operator and goes off to collect it. Compress 
the chest twice a second and to 5-6cm deep. When 
the AED arrives, turn it on by pressing the green 
button and follow its spoken instructions. You may 
need to dry or shave the patient’s chest & move any 
jewellery out of the way. The AED will decide if the 
casualty needs a shock, not you, so you can’t deliver 
it incorrectly. Make sure no one is touching the 
casualty when the AED analyses the patient and 
gives a shock. Remember, you must only use the 
AED on someone who does not respond to you 
AND who is not breathing normally. You can only 
get the access code when you call 999. 
 
 Do you know where your nearest AED is?  
Download the “Save a Life” smartphone App to find out: 
  
iOS: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/save-a-life/id1086609515?ls=1&mt=8 

Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.nhs.scas.aed 
 

https://owa.scas.nhs.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=Ewtj7Mxl2c9RsRSygIWzz9lyzXVohNBobj8r5sB2AH_tQZ6r3I7TCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwBpAHQAdQBuAGUAcwAuAGEAcABwAGwAZQAuAGMAbwBtAC8AdQBzAC8AYQBwAHAALwBzAGEAdgBlAC0AYQAtAGwAaQBmAGUALwBpAGQAMQAwADgANgA2ADAAOQA1ADEANQA_AGwAcwA9ADEAJgBtAHQAPQA4AA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fitunes.apple.com%2fus%2fapp%2fsave-a-life%2fid1086609515%3fls%3d1%26mt%3d8
https://owa.scas.nhs.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=cuwureKxWLVBG4FsOPT12dlUbOA2MoGA8gahUnvZHubtQZ6r3I7TCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwBwAGwAYQB5AC4AZwBvAG8AZwBsAGUALgBjAG8AbQAvAHMAdABvAHIAZQAvAGEAcABwAHMALwBkAGUAdABhAGkAbABzAD8AaQBkAD0AdQBrAC4AbgBoAHMALgBzAGMAYQBzAC4AYQBlAGQA&URL=https%3a%2f%2fplay.google.com%2fstore%2fapps%2fdetails%3fid%3duk.nhs.scas.aed
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