
Letcombe Regis Parish Council

Parish Clerk  Mrs Elizabeth Jenkins 4 The Old Stables
Tel: 01235 765530 Warborough Road
Email: letregispc@gmail.com Letcombe Regis 

OX12 9LD

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Warborough Room 
of the Village Hall on Monday 19th March 2018

Present: Jeanne Lapsley (JL) Chairman, Loretta Light (LL) Vice Chairman,  
Councillors David Barber (DB), Doug Frewer (DF), Derek Maurice (DM)  
Joyce Ward (JW),  Elizabeth Jenkins (EJ) Parish Clerk

There were no members of the public present

1.

2.

3.

Apologies for Absence:
Apologies were received from Judy Vaughan-Williams and Eddie Jenkins.

Declarations of Interest:
There were no declarations of interest.

Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 15th 
January 2018 and actions arising:
Item 3 iii);    Defibrillator Training, arranged for Saturday 10th March 2018 
information to be included in February and March Registers:  Actioned

Item 6 i);    A VAT refund of £1078.87 was received of which £690.24 was 
transferred over to VH Project account. Actioned.

Item 8;   Burial Ground charges to be reviewed by the Burial Ground Group. 
Ongoing.

Item 8;    Safeguarding Policy;  To be reviewed by Cllr Light, Actioned.

Item 9;    Letcombe Register; Cllrs Lapsley and Ward to meet with the Compiler of 
the Letcombe Register on the 23rd January. Actioned.

Grit Bin; Parish Clerk to purchase new grit bin, cost £175 excl VAT.  Actioned.

Thames Water drop in session; report on abstraction plans from Cllr Lapsley.  
Actioned.

NAG Meetings; Minutes from the NAG meeting held in November; emailed to 
Councillors 1st March 2018.  Actioned.

Community Emergency Planning; Riparian Ownership leaflets to be ordered to be 
delivered to residents bordering the Letcombe Brook.  Actioned.

Action
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4.

5.

6.

The Parish Clerk to send the Emergency Plan to OCC for their comments. Actioned.

Grab Bag;  Cllr Light to feature in the Letcombe Register. Actioned.
The Trustees have confirmed in writing that the Village Hall can be used as an 
Emergency Reception Centre and that this is covered by their insurance. Actioned.
Councillors approved the minutes.

County Council Matters:   There were no County or District Council matters as 
Cllr Constance was not present

District Council Matters: See above.

Financial Matters:
i) Clerks Report:
The Parish Clerk reported that PC accounts are healthy and the PC were continuing 
to look at measures to improve village safety and welcomed suggestions from all.

£1010 has been paid out in Community Funds.  This includes £60 VAT which will be
recovered in the next VAT claim.

Cllr Constance had informed us that the trail riders have conceded that they have no 
evidence to support their application to open the Ridgeway to traffic.  I have passed 
on her thanks to everyone who gave evidence in support of the BOAT.

ii) Ratification of Invoices paid and to be paid:  Councillors approved the 
following invoices for payment.
Parish Clerk December salary £289.70, PAYE £62.00, F Engelmann costs for 
Letcombe  Register £89.88, Parish Clerk – payment for the new Website URL & 
Domain name £143.98, OALC GDPR training for Cllrs Lapsley, Light & Ward 
£144.00, OALC GDPR training for the Parish Clerk £48.00, P Bellis second half of 
Website set up costs £410.00, Parish Clerk January salary £364.87, PAYE £80.80, 
Parish Clerk stationary purchase £53.42, Oxford City Council for Extra white lining 
in village,  £1250.00, Grit bin £208.80.

iii) Children’s Playground. Councillors unanimously confirmed that the PC will 
contribute up to £9k matched funding to support the plans arrived at following the 
village consultation on proposed improvements to the playground.

iv) Community Grant Requests.
The Riding Club had requested a grant of £400 (matched funding) in order to buy a 
heavy duty roller for the manège  The Parish Clerk had contacted Lindsey Henry to 
ask if the riding club could borrow the one used by the Cricket Club but was advised
this was not heavy enough.  It was noted that the Riding Club  had already received 
a grant of £250 this year towards the cost of purchasing jumps for the field.  The 
request was discussed by Councillors who felt that as the grants had been set up to 
facilitate requests from villagers, and most riders were from outside the village they 
could not support another application.  Cllr Barber has a Cambridge  roller on the 
recreation ground and offered to contact Lyndsey Henry.

DB
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7.

The Letcombe Regis Photographic Club had requested a grant of £300, to help with 
publicising the club, hiring a speaker etc.  Councillors discussed this and agreed to 
give a grant of £150. 

The Parish Clerk would write to both clubs to inform them of the PC’s decisions.

v) Mobile Phone for the Clerks use.  With the new rules on Data protection 
coming in in May it was agreed that the Parish Clerk should have a mobile for Parish
Council work and should not be dependent on her personal phone and mobile.  An 
offer of an iphone 5c which would need unlocking,  reconditioned phones were also 
available and the Parish Clerk was asked to search out the best deal and email 
Councillors.  The purchase was unanimously supported.

Village Matters:
i) Safeguarding Draft Policy. The updated version had been sent to councillors 
and was agreed that it would replace the current version on the Website. Parish Clerk
to upload.
ii) Letcombe Register.  Cllrs Lapsley and Ward had had a useful discussion with
Franscesca Engelmann and it was agreed that she would provide the Parish Clerk 
with the Register details in order to have backup.  The Parish Clerk will send the 
information to Councillors.  It was also decided that those who deliver the register 
should be thanked and it was suggested that they should all be given a £10 voucher 
from Smiths.  The Parish Clerk will purchase the vouchers and the Chairman will 
compose a letter of thanks.

iii) Grit Bin.  This has now been received and will be installed by the Village 
Warden.  The Parish Clerk will ask OCC to fill it.

iv) Report on Thames Water plans re Letcombe Brook abstraction.  Concerns 
were expressed about the plans to put the pipeline under the Letcombe Brook.  The 
Chairman had been going to attend but was unable to go.  The general opinion was 
that it was a done deal and that the PC could have no input.

After the Parish Council meeting Cllr Light attended a meeting of the Letcombe 
Brook Project where an extensive presentation was given by the Project Manager of 
Thames Water.  A senior representative from the Environment Agency also attended.
Considerable reassurance was given about how the tunnelling under the Letcombe 
Brook would be undertaken and this would come out on the north side of Letcombe 
Bassett avoiding the water cress beds.  Road affected by the tunnelling will not be 
completely closed and footpaths will not be affected.  The abstraction and the 
augmentation will cease in 2020 when the project should be completed and water 
will be piped from Larkhill Reservoir to the pumping station at Childrey Warren and
onwards to the next reservoir.  
iv) Defibrillator update.  Fifteen villagers had attended the defibrillator training 

EJ
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which was well received.  It was decided to undertake this annually and the Parish 
Clerk would arrange this in future.  The useful handout will be attached to the April 
Register.

vi) Burial Ground update.  Boreholes had been dug in the Church Burial Ground,
arranged by the PC.  It was confirmed, despite the recent heavy rain, that the ground 
was suitable for double graves and that there were at least 30 plots available.  There 
was also plenty of room for ashes burials.  Discussions are ongoing about the Parish 
Council Burial Ground in consultation with the Trustees. We had received a 
topographical report from Glanville who were kindly making no charge for this.  
The Parish Clerk was asked to write to thank them.

vii) Six Month Parish Council Burial Ground Report up to the 2nd March 2018 
from J Birch. (emailed to Councillors 8.3.2018)
In July 2017 based on the current allocation plan, the following plots were unused
Full plots consecrated of which 14 are unused and 4 reserved
Full plots unconsecrated of which 30 are unused and 8 reserved 
There are 19 ashes plots of which 5 are reserved
There are no consecrated ashes plots
Since the previous report there have been 2 burials in unconsecrated plots and 3 
reservations. 

Routine grass cutting needs to be extended up to the South end of the Burial Site.
The Parish Clerk will contact the contractor to ensure this is done.

The Parish Council are indebted to Bridget Benn for her work in keeping the Burial 
ground and waste/compost bins tidy.  The Parish Clerk will write to express the PC’s
thanks.

viii) RAF Brize Norton Consultation for Airspace Change Proposal (emailed to 
Councillors 8.3.2018)  The council are indebted to Ken Trotter for his advice on the 
consultation.  He had confirmed that he could see no impact on the airspace above 
the parish boundaries, although if the proposed enlargement of the areas of stricter 
control are implemented, more private pilots may choose  to fly south of the 
proposed controlled area, probably to the north of Wantage.  He doubted that we 
would notice any increase in private aircraft transits.  The Parish Clerk has replied to
the consultation as KT suggested to say that Councillors have read the report but 
offer no comment. The Parish Clerk had replied to Ken Trotters email to thank him 
for his advice.

EJ
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8.

9.

10.

Meetings attended since the last PC meeting:
Data protection training attended by Cllr’s Lapsley Light and Ward on 14th  February
and the Parish Clerk on the 7th March. A meeting will be arranged with those who 
attended the training and will report to the next PC meeting.

Ambulance Trust. Cllr Light has been elected a Governor of the Oxfordshire branch 
of SCAS from the 1st March.  There is a lot of work with this and it is interesting to 
find how this dovetails with the NHS.

Cllr Lapsley and the Parish Clerk met with Mr & Mrs Hallward the owners of 
Letcombe Bowers Farm on Friday 2nd February re their planning application. They 
were given a tour of the buildings concerned in the application.  Cllr Lapsley 
expressed her concerns as to the lack of social housing and Mr Hallward mentioned 
the possibility of building in another area of the farm.  VoWH have since received 
two amendments, the first extends the red line on the plans to include drainage and 
access and the second reduces the number of Oak framed garages from four to one.  

Annual Parish Meeting on the 2nd May:
The Chairman asked for contributions from Councillors.  She will give a general 
overall report of the past year.  And the following subjects would be covered 
Burial Ground Extension-Cllr Maurice, Defibrillators-Cllr Light, Thames Waters 
Proposed Pipeline-Cllr Barber,  The Register-Cllr Ward, and Data Protection would 
be covered by the Chairman .

Planning Applications:
LRE/4783/6-X Antwicks Stud, Main Street, Letcombe Regis. Outline application 
for the erection of an additional thirty stables with associated store and tack room.  
New indoor riding school and manége. Conversion of the existing bungalow on the 
site into two residential units.  Application ongoing.

P17/V3337HH:  3 Court Road, Letcombe Regis OX12 9JH.  Ground floor 
extension to connect main house to detached garage.  Application approved.

17/V3395/FUL: Letcombe Bowers Farm OX12 9NG: Change of use of 
agricultural land to residential garden, conversion of agricultural buildings to create 
5 No. dwellings, erection of connecting link and 3 No. detached garages and creation
of new access road.  Consultation Period-22nd January to 12th February 2018, 
Target Decision Date-14th March 2018.  PC response:- Councillors in general have 
no objections to this application, however they would have liked to see the barns 
being converted into more affordable or rentable accommodation. The garages look 
detached from the development. It has been noted that according to the 
Consultations the Vale has not sent the application to the neighbouring residence. 
P18/V0176/FUL: Letcombe Bowers Farm. OX12 9NG. Erection of farm building 
and demolition of existing sheep shed.  Consultation Period 26th January to 16th 
February 2018.   Target Decision Date -16th March 2018.  PC Response:- Letcombe 
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11.

Regis Parish Council have no objections to this application. APPROVED 

P18/V0142/SCR: Richmond Letcombe Regis, Letcombe Regis OX12 9RG.  
Construction of composting area for composting (and recycling) vegetative area 
from site.  Also include a small area (4m2) for burning woody vegetation. (works 
already executed).  PC response  This is for permission to regularise an area already
used for composting and burning woody vegetation. The Parish Council have no 
problem with this application subject to the area for burning woody vegetation 
being well away from the wooded area.
Planning application notifications no response required:

P17/V3395/FUL:  Letcombe Bowers Farm OX12 9NG: Change of use of 
agricultural land to residential garden, conversion of agricultural buildings to create 
5 No. dwellings, erection of connecting link and 3 No. detached garages and creation
of new access road.  Consultation Period-22nd January to 12th February 2018, 
Target Decision Date-14th March 2018. PC response circulated to councillors.  
(Additional plans received 2.2.2018 to extend red line to include drainage and 
access)  

P8/V0422/SCR:  Land between Lark Hill Reservoir OX12 8PJ and Childrey 
Warren WTW OX12 9LU.  Request for an EIA Screening Opinion:  Childrey 
Warren Water Treatment Works (WTW).  Abstraction Closure: a 6.1km pipeline 
between Larkhill reservoir and Childrey Warren WTW with the associated 
installation of above ground works at Childrey Warren WTW and Hagbourne Hill 
reservoir.

P18/V0496/DIS: Mill Cottage, Bassett Road, Letcombe Bassett, OX12 9LL. 
Discharge of conditions 3 (external wall materials), 5 (balcony element), 6 (external 
ducts) & 7 (external joinery) of Planning Permission P16/V1598/HH and Listed 
Building consent P16/V1629/LB Two storey rear extension and associated 
alterations. (as amended by email and plans received from agent on 15 August 2016)

Other planning issues (if any):
There were no other planning issues

The following dates have been approved by the Parish Council but are subject 
to amendment if required:
2018 - Wednesday 2nd May Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Parish 
Council Meeting, 16th July, 17th September, 19th November,
2019 21st January 2019, 18th  March 2019.

The meeting finished at 9.45pm.

Elizabeth Jenkins
Parish Clerk
5th April 2018
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