
Letcombe Regis Parish Council

 Parish Clerk  Mrs Elizabeth Jenkins 4 The Old Stables
Tel: 01235 765530 Warborough Road
Email: letregispc@gmail.com Letcombe Regis 

OX12 9LD

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Warborough Room 
of the Village Hall on Monday 16th January 2017

Present:  Jeanne Lapsley (JL) Chairman, Loretta Light (LL) Vice Chairman, Joyce Ward (JW), 
Liz Jenkins (LJ) Parish Clerk.

There were three members of the public present

. Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. D Barber due to lambing, Cllr. Mr D Frewer family illness, Cllr. D Maurice on holiday.
All were accepted

2. Declarations of Interest:
There were no declarations of interest.

3. Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 21st November 
2016 and actions arising

Item 9 Costings for the installation of White Gates at village entrances.
The PC had been informed by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) that there is the sum of 
£5,535.62 remaining from the S106 transport fund and they had suggested this should be put
towards installation of the gates.  The Clerk had written to agree and at the suggestion of 
OCC the Chairman and Clerk would meet with Oliver Hearn of Oxford City Council on the 
24th January to discuss this and other traffic calming possibilities for the village. This will be
brought to the next PC meeting on the 20th March.
The Councillors then approved the minutes.

LJ

4. Police Reports: Due to pressure of work the PCSO Howard Pack had advised he would not 
be attending future meetings and reports would be available in the Letcombe Register.  This 
item will now be withdrawn from the Agenda and Minutes.

LJ
PC

5. County Council Matters:  The Chairman introduced our Area Steward Laura Hutchins 
Payne, from OCC Highways department who had been invited to attend the meeting to 
provide more details on the “Oxford Together” programme. 

Laura explained that OCC were asking Parish Councils to take on some of the services 
which were normally provided by OCC  such as verge cutting, epicormic/basal tree growth 
etc.  OCC were offering a grant for the next three years to cover this and it would enable 
verge maintenance to be done twice a year.   If this not taken up and left to Oxfordshire 
County Council to manage the verges they will only be cut once a year with OCC 
prioritising the grass cutting according to use, particularly visibility splays.  There was no 
guarantee that OCC would continue the grant after the three years.  The PC were shown a 
map for Letcombe Regis, but the calculations for the available grant did not reach the 
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village boundaries and Laura was asked to amend, and resubmit to the PC.  Laura was 
unable to answer all the questions asked by the PC for example, who was liable for any 
claims relating to road traffic accidents etc. and as the PC would need to discuss the answers
at a full meeting meant that it would be too late to take it on this year.  It was agreed that the 
Clerk would email the PC questions to Laura.

The Chairman thanked Laura for coming to the meeting.

Yvonne Constance then gave her report on Oxford County Council matters.  The proposed 
changes to Health Services in Oxfordshire.  As reported in the minutes for November the 
first phase of the Sustainability and Transformation Plan to transfer services from the 
Oxford Hospitals to 9 local services starts this month.

The second phase which includes the consultation on Wantage Hospital.  Councillor 
Constance was asked find out how many Wantage Patients had been placed in other Oxford 
Hospitals as the overall number of patients should have been taken into account at the time 
of closure.

LJ
PC

YC

6. District County Council:

YC Reported that The VOWH had adopted the Local Plan Part 1 which dealt with the larger 
sites for development and includes the Vale’s guidance policies.  

Part 2 will set out the long-term aims and interests together with the means of achieving the 
policies and locations for strategic housing needs in the district in so as to develop the 
agreed housing to cover Oxford’s unmet housing needs.  It will also include details of 
development management policies to complement the Local Plan Part 1.  This will be 
available from the 25th February for comment.

Cllr. Constance confirmed that because of the OCC elections being held in May, she was 
only able to attend our next meeting in March.

7. Village Matters - Millennium Green

The results of the village questionnaire were as follows:
5 in favour of maintaining as amenity grassland
20 in favour of maintaining central grass and re-establishing perimeter wildflower area
23 in favour of applying an uplift to the precept costs
2 were not in favour of applying an uplift to cover costs
3 questionnaires had only 1 answer ticked.

Following discussion the PC agreed to the proposal to uplift the precept to cover cost of 
maintenance as a central grassed area and wildflower perimeter.

The Chairman asked that the PC’s grateful thanks to Liz and Eddie Jenkins and the 
volunteers for keeping up with the maintenance of the Millennium Green be recorded in the 
minutes.

Proposal for adoption of the telephone box at King’s Close for use as a defibrillator housing 
or other purposes, eg. Village Notice Board, was discussed .
The Clerk was asked to enquire if the newer box’s could be used in this way.  The cost for 
adoption was £1.00

LJ
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8. Feedback from meetings held since the last Parish Council Meeting
Meeting with Geoff Slater of the Big Lottery on the 8th November 2016.
The Community Hall Group met with Geoff Slater who was representing the Big Lottery 
Community Fund Group and had come to inspect the hall.  He approved the building as 
meeting the requirements of the bid, and congratulated the village on achieving such an 
excellent hall.  This meant that the final 5% retention of the grant retained was released.

Meeting re Potential Mini-Bus Service.  14 December 2017.
The Chairman met with Phil Knight of East Challow who explained that he is trying to 
organise a not for profit minibus service to help with residents travel, now that the bus 
service has been withdrawn, and he is contacting local Parish Councils for their support.  
This is in memory his eldest son (who had recently been killed in Austria while travelling 
home).  The scheme is dependent on a Wantage charities support, plus other Parishes.  It is 
unlikely that this will commence before May/June and this year.  Twelve villages had been 
identified as potential users of the service.  

The Parish Council approved a community grant of £500 towards the project.

9. Village Hall Update:
i) It was reported that the Vale of the White Horse grant had been received.
ii) S106 from Oxford County Council.  See item 8

10. Financial Matters:
Clerks Report.
There was a short report from the clerk giving the account balances.
ii) Ratification of Invoices paid and to be paid.

These were ratified by the Parish Council 
iii) Funding for Mini-bus service possible grant of £500

This was covered in item 8. when the Parish Council approved the grant
iv) Requests for financial support from 

a) Wantage Independent Advice Centre
The Parish Council approved a grant of £250.  During the last financial year 
the IAP  had helped Residents in Letcombe Regis with the following.
51 advice consultations, 307 transport bookings, 6 Good Neighbours 

b) Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice
The Parish Council felt that they could not give a grant this year but 
the Clerk would write to them and the PC would be happy to receive 
a request in future.

c) CPRE  towards campaign fighting fund of £20,000 to help protect the 
Oxfordshire Countryside.
The Parish Council felt that they could not give a grant at the present 
time.  The Clerk would write to them to let them know.

LJ

LJ

LJ

11. Budget Proposals 2017-2018 for Approval:
The PC had considered the final Budget Proposals fully at its November meeting and now 
approved the budget for 2017-18 including the uplift for the Millennium Green maintenance
costs as agreed item 7.

12. Planning applications:
i) LRE/4783/6-X; Antwicks Stud.  VOWH have recommended that the 
decision to grant planning permission be delegated to the Chair, Vice-Chair and 
Head of Planning subject to the completion of a S106 legal agreement.  The Clerk 
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wrote to the owners and was told that they were waiting to hear from the planning 
department re the conditions they had imposed.  Cllr. Constance will write to the 
Vale again to enquire what is happening.    Ongoing

ii) P16/V2648/HH:  Ridgeway Cottage, Bakery Lane, Letcombe 
Regis.  To erect a wooden building in place of an existing garage and derelict 
shed.   Approved
iii) P16/V2699/HH:  12 Kings Close, Letcombe Regis OX12 9JF.  
Variation of condition 3 on application ref P16/V0797/HH – to use render on new 
extension instead of matching bricks. Approved

iv) P16/V2807/HH:  Boundary Cottage, Bassett Road, Letcombe 
Regis, OX12 9LJ.  Modification to garage/garden room include garage 
converted into art room with new door and side panels.  2 windows added 
(facing Bassett Road) 1 window changed.  Approved

v) P16/V3112/MPO:  Courtdown and Courtyard Stud, Court Hill Road, 
Letcombe Regis, OX12 9JQ.  Modification of planning obligation relating to 
LRE/5447/5-X and LRE/5447/5-D - erection of a detached bungalow.
Target decision date 6th  January  - Nothing received from the Vale of White 
Horse.

vi) P17/V0028/LB:  The Hollies, South Street, Removal of brick chimney 
stack above roofline on south-east gable elevation and making good of tiled hip roof
to match existing.
The associated chimney breasts on both ground and first floor levels have 
permission to be removed under the current consent.  Due to a proposed 
relocation of the boiler, the stack will become redundant.  Retaining the stack 
without the stabilizing masonry structure below would require structural 
support out of proportion to its usefulness.  The Parish Council have informed the 
VOWH that they have no objection to the application.  Target decision date 2nd 
March  2017. 

YC

13. Dates of forthcoming Parish Council Meetings: Meetings will be held in the Warborough 
Room of the New Village Hall, with the exception of the Annual Parish Meeting which will 
be held in the main hall.
2017:  20th March;  15th May;  Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Parish 

Council Meeting.  3rd July ;  18th September;  20th November;   
2018:  15th January; 19th March:

The meeting finished at 9.30pm

Liz Jenkins
Parish Clerk 
9th February 2017
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